| Sent in My Ballot and All | Got Was This
Stupid Sticker!

We now find ourselves in the lull between election cycles. We voted, now what?
What were all the people in Red Square yelling at me yelling for? What are we supposed to
do now? In the tumultuous environment we live in, it’s easy to feel stuck.

Now... What Can you do?

Want to learn more here on campus?

The Political Science Department puts on a seminar every year to help YOU! YES, YOU
STUDENT WHO IS DEFINITELY READING THIS, I’'M NOT ADDRESSING AN EMPTY EMAIL
INBOX, learn more about civics and resources to put your energy. This event brings
together policy makers, scholars, and community leaders to talk about issues you care
about and what we can do about it!

Making the System Work: Celebrating the Legacy of
Ralph Munro with Lessons for Citizenship,
Problem-Solving and Policy in Challenging Times

"Finding our Common Purpose and Revitalizing our Faith in
Democracy"”

TODAY, November 18th

Viking Union Multi-Purpose Room, WWU

Opening Reception: 4 pm

Book Sales & Sighing: Become America by Eric Liu

Keynote Address: 5 pm

Eric Liu, a thoughtful, candid, and hopeful speaker about the power of civic engagement
and an expansive understanding of citizenship, will give the keynote address!

Wednesday, November 19th



Viking Union Multi-Purpose Room, WWU

12:30 pm Pre-Panel Reception

1:00 - 2:30 pm | Bridging Divides: Cross-party Collaboration to Meet
the State’s Challenges

A lifelong Republican, Ralph Munro was beloved by Democrats and Republicans
alike for his capacity to look beyond party and work across the aisle to address areas of
common concern. But can public officials continue to work across parties when
polarization is high? How can those in the minority gain power to shape policy decisions?
And why, how, and when is it in the majority party’s interest to give the other party a voice?
Experienced state leaders will discuss their experiences building power and sharing power
at the state and federal levels to address critical challenges.

Panelists Include: Kim Wyman, former Secretary of State; Sam Reed, former Secretary of
State; Denny Heck, Lieutenant Governor

3:00-4:30 pm | Local Action, Unlikely Partnerships, and Creative
Solutions

While celebrated for high-profile progress in voter access, orca protection, and
refugee resettlement, less known are the many contributions Ralph Munro has made at the
small scale, collaborating with volunteer groups and working with local government
officials to identify critical needs and foster creative solutions to improve our lives and the
community around us. This panel brings together both those who worked closely with
Ralph and those who have taken up this mantle in new contexts, forging partnerships and
working outside the box in small steps to get things done.

Panelists Include: Ed Wolfe, former Kitsap Commissioner; Bob Barnes, Propagation
Nation; Mitch Friedman, Conservation NW; Lucia Schmit, Snohomish Emergency
Management Services

More info here!

Associated Student Government here at WWU!

Have you heard of ASWWU? Your student representatives here on campus? They’re here to
listen to you! They’re here to champion your interests at this here university! The student
government is now implementing a feedback form for you to fill out with anything you’re
concerned about.


https://chss.wwu.edu/political-science/ralph-munro-seminar-civic-education

You can find that form here!

You can also read their November newsletter here!

Want to move beyond campus?

Bellingham City Council has meetings on policy YOU can put your two cents on! The
budget isn’t created by a mysterious cabal; you can go to City Hall and see these humans
pulling the monetary levers!

Find information on City Council meetings here!
The City of Bellingham has a whole page dedicated to YOUR engagement!

Find that here!

There are Political Organizations all over Bellingham! Here are links to a few!

Indivisible Bellingham

Indivisible Bellingham’s Mission Statement

Indivisible Bellingham is united by the principles of fairness, inclusion, tolerance and a just
society for all, through non-violent civic engagement, political involvement, and consistent
pressure on elected officials.

The League of Women Voters of Bellingham/Whatcom County

LWV’s Mission Statement

The League of Women Voters®, a nonpartisan political organization, encourages informed
and active participation in government, works to increase understanding of major public
policy issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy.

Whatcom Peace and Justice Center
WPJC’s Mission Statement

The Whatcom Peace & Justice Center calls on our government and society to disavow
policies of violence and seek a culture of peace.


https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3DDBRG3G_i70OwrgDyV_R4_xCOz1FkYY1GvAtrgxqcN1VUMDJDRjZPSjhDMVJPNk5DSU9LRjZDSldRRSQlQCN0PWcu&data=05%7C02%7Cdarbyr%40wwu.edu%7C2eeeb4490aae43f89a5308de26bd94fb%7Cdc46140ce26f43efb0ae00f257f478ff%7C0%7C0%7C638990793936635166%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EOa7L42w%2F8MsHSSQKcjag%2FNw3W%2FWAI6OtZxnF0Nmo%2BQ%3D&reserved=0
https://as.wwu.edu/gov/aswwu-government-newsletters/
https://cob.org/gov/council
https://cob.org/gov/public
https://indivisiblebellingham.org/
https://lwvbellinghamwhatcom.org/
https://www.whatcompjc.org/

Is Congress scary? Does it seem like an untouchable and
unknowable group of people?

The people you vote for (should) listen to you. They have offices and mechanisms made to
hear your voices. You can contact your representatives, regardless of the state you vote in,
to give them a piece of your mind. | don’t know about you, dear reader, but | know Western
students have a lot to talk about.

You can put your zip code into this website, and they’ll find the people who represent you
in the government and the means to contact them!

Whatcom County Election Results!

Did you vote in the election this month? I’m going to be hopeful and decide that you did;
good on you dear reader! What happened with those?

Here are the results:

State Senate

State Senate Joint Resolution 8201
Allow money in the WA Cares fund to be invested in the stocks of private companies
Revenue from investments cannot be spent on programs outside of WA Cares

Investment decisions are made by the independent and non-partisan WA State Investment
Board

APPROVED

#1 — Allow County Councilmembers to Hire Aides

= Allow County Councilmembers to hire an aide
= Allow multiple Councilmembers to hire one joint aide
= Aides will be paid with county funds

REJECTED


https://www.commoncause.org/find-your-representative/

#2 — Establish a County Office of the Ombuds

= Establish, by 2027, an office that investigates complaints and questions about
county government

=  County Council will provide the Office’s funding and powers

=  County Council will have the ability to abolish the office in 2030

REJECTED

#3 — Establish a Performance Auditing Process

= Process would review the county financial management system, the accuracy of
financial record keeping, legal compliance, and operations efficiency

= Process would be carried out by an independent contractor

= Everytwo years starting in 2029, the County Executive will report on the
implementation of the audit’s recommendations to the County Council

APPROVED

#4 — Clarify the Power & Duties of Elected Offices

= (Clarify (not change) the powers, duties, and independence of the County Executive,
Assessor, Auditor, Treasurer, and Sheriff

APPROVED

#5 — Modify the Redistricting Process

= Establish the powers and duties of the Districting Committee chair
= Require the Committee to follow state redistricting laws Correlate

APPROVED



#6 — Change the Calculation of Signatures Required to put a
Referendum on the Ballot

= Possible Initiative must include a number of signatures from Whatcom County
registered voters equal to 14% of those who voted in the most recent County
Executive election

REJECTED

#7 — Prevent County Govt. from Interfering with Ballot Initiatives

= Preventthe County Council from impeding, altering, or preventing an initiative or
charter amendment from being placed on the ballot

= Prevent the use of county resources to support or oppose an initiative or charter
amendment

= Prevent the County Council from delaying the implementation of an initiative or
charter amendment approved by voters

APPROVED

#8 — Modify the Budget Communication Process

= Require the County Executive to publish budget information on public website 180
days before the end of the budget cycle, including:
o Budget preparation instructions
o The budget
o Budget message
o Quarterly report comparing estimated to actualincome and expenses
= Require the County Executive to provide budget information to the County Council

APPROVED

#9 — Modify Rules Concerning Supplemental Appropriations



= Prevent the County Executive from making supplemental appropriations if the
quarterly report (comparing estimated to actualincome and expenses) has not
been published within the last 90 days

APPROVED

#10 - Determine Interim Rules for Charter Review Commission
Meetings

= Grantthe commissioner with the greatest number of votes the ability to set meeting
rules until permanent rules are adopted

APPROVED

#11 - Change the Calculation of Signatures Required to put an
Initiative on the Ballot

= |nitiative mustinclude a number of signatures from Whatcom County registered
voters equal to 20% of those who voted in the most recent County Executive

election
= Current Law: 15% of those who voted in the most recent gubernatorial election
REJECTED

#12 - Require a Land Supply & Construction Cost Report

= Require a published analysis on how land supply and construction costs will be
affected before any amendments to the land use and construction sections of the
county code are made

APPROVED



Port of Bellingham

Proposition 2025-04

= Increase the number of port commissioners from 3to 5
=  Assign each commissioner to one of 5 newly drawn commissioner districts
= New commissioners will be elected in the November 2026 General Election

APPROVED
City of Bellingham

Initiative 25-03

= Prevent landlords from interfering with, prohibiting, or retaliating against tenants
exercising free speech, assembly, and association

= Ban landlords from requiring tenants to sign NDAs or waive their right to a class
action lawsuit

= Ban content contrary to tenant’s rights laws in rental agreements

= Require the city to create a poster outlining tenant’s rights, and require landlords to
display the poster on their rental property

= Allow for atenant to present new information against a landlord to a court
concerning unlawful detainer or eviction, even if the landlord’s initial claims against
the tenant are true,

= Givestenants and tenants organizations the authority to sue their landlord

= Allow for city enforcement of the initiative

APPROVED

Now dear reader, | leave you with the resources you may now use to act on your own. Keep
an eye out for us (Civic Action Program). We’ll be around with events, posts, and
resources. Thankyou for reading. Farewell for now,

Rey Darby
(They/them)

Communications and Outreach Coordinator

Civic Action Programs



