A.S. W.W.U. STUDENT SENATE RESOLUTION MAY 7 2019
TITLE: Resolution Opposing Proposed Changes to Title IX Regulations

AUTHORS: Nicole Wood, A.S. Senator for Woodring College; and Adah Barenburg, A.S.
At-Large Senator

SPONSORS:

WHEREAS, the Department of Education has proposed changes to Title IX regulations and how
universities handle reported sexual harassment; and,

WHEREAS, under the new policy, schools will likely investigate fewer complaints, and the
Department of Education will hold fewer schools accountable for ensuring campuses are free of
sexual harassment and assault; and,' 2

WHEREAS, the overwhelming effect of the new rules is to limit schools’ obligations to students
who file complaints of sexual harassment and violence under Title IX; and,’

WHEREAS, the new rules would require schools to only investigate the most extreme forms of
harassment and assault; and,

WHEREAS, the rules would allow schools to eliminate protections for students studying
abroad; and,

WHEREAS, the new rules would require schools to establish live cross-examination, where an
accused student’s representative would be able to directly question a survivor in real time; and,*

WHEREAS, the process of reporting a sexual assault can be traumatic and painful, and live
cross-examination of survivors will rehash such trauma. Brett Sokolow, president of the
Association of Title IX Administrators projected this to lead to a 50 percent drop in future
reports’; and
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WHEREAS, the new rules would make it impossible for survivors to request that their
perpetrator be moved out of their dorm or classes as an interim accommodation; and,

WHEREAS, the Department’s rules would require schools to adopt a higher standard of proof
only for sexual misconduct complaints, as opposed to other nonsexual campus misconduct; and,’

WHEREAS, the new rules would allow schools to use unregulated “mediation” processes in lieu
of investigations; and,

WHEREAS, the new rules would allow schools to delay investigations for unspecified periods
when a concurrent law enforcement investigation is ongoing; and

WHEREAS, under the new rules, colleges and universities would be obligated to take action
only if students make formal complaints to designated Title IX and high-level school officials;
and,’

WHEREAS, more than 90% survivors of sexual assault on college campuses already do not
report assault when it occurs; and,®

WHEREAS, the Department’s rules would narrow the definition of sexual harassment to
include only those offenses which occur within a schools’ programs or activities, which does not
include off-campus housing and activities not organized by the University, thus restricting the
availability of the remediation process to survivors from a wider applicability under the status
quo; and,” '

WHEREAS, out of eight major universities that provided data, five had more reports of sexual
assault from off campus than on school property; and,""

WHEREAS, 20% of female, 4% of male, and 21% of transgender, genderqueer, and gender
nonconforming students are sexually assaulted while in college; and,"
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WHEREAS, an assailant has a 99% chance of avoiding a prison sentence; and",
WHEREAS, 90% of sexual assaults are committed by repeat offenders; and,"

WHEREAS, if assailants were stopped after their second offense, then 59% of sexual assaults
would be prevented; and,"

WHEREAS, many other Universities’ Student Government Associations have adopted, or may
adopt, resolutions supporting similar sentiments; then,

THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED that the WWU Student Senate opposes the proposed
changes to Title IX Regulations.

THEREFORE, LET IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED that the WWU Student Senate
empathizes with survivors of sexual assault.

THEREFORE, LET IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED that the WWU Student Senate remains
committed to sexual assault prevention and the safety of students who live both on and off
campus.

THEREFORE, LET IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED that the WWU Student Senate
respectfully requests that the Department of Education more comprehensively consider the
wishes of affected university students when crafting rule changes relevant to sexual assault
prevention, investigation, and resolution.

THEREFORE, LET IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED that the data regarding reporting
numbers cited both in this document and on the WWU website is both dated and
unrepresentative of actual numbers associated with assault given the severity of underreporting.

THEREFORE, LET IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED that the Western Washington University
Title IX office is a separate entity from the WWU AS Senate, and that this document in no way
reflects the views, opinions, or agendas associated with the WWU Title IX office, and that in fact
the WWU Title IX office is in need of internal reform in order to better serve survivors of sexual
assault.
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THEREFORE, LET IT FINALLY BE RESOLVED that the WWU Student Senate
respectfully requests that the University administration does all within their power to stand with
survivors of sexual assault.



