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A Resolution of the
Associated Students of Western Washington University Executive Board

“Equal Representation for the ASWWU Governing Bodies”
OR
“Equal Representation for the ASWWU Membership”
OR
“Equal Representation for the ASWWU”

WHEREAS, the (AS) President of the Associated Students of Western Washington University (ASWWU),
also known as the Chair of the ASWWU Executive Board, is a recurring invitee to the Western Washington
Board of Trustees public meetings; and

WHEREAS, the (AS) President of the Associated Students of Western Washington University, also known
as the Chair of the ASWWU Executive Board, meets regularly with the University President and Vice
President for Enrollment and Student Services; and

WHEREAS, the (AS) Senate Pro Tempore of the Associated Students of Western Washington University,
also known as the Chair of the ASWWU Student Senate, is not a recurring invitee to the Western
Washington Board of Trustees public meetings; and

WHEREAS, the (AS) Senate Pro Tempore of the Associated Students of Western Washington University,
also known as the Chair of the ASWWU Student Senate, does not meet regularly with the University
President and Vice President for Enrollment and Student Services; and

WHEREAS, a total of 742 people have signed a Change.org petition requesting that the WWU Board of
Trustees give the ASWWU Senate Pro Tempore a recurring invitation to their public meetings; and

WHEREAS, the ASWWU membership voted to revive the ASWWU Student Senate as an equal governing
branch to the ASWWU Executive Board (effective Fall 2018 to present) and to transform the ASWWU
Board of Directors into the ASWWU Executive Board; and

WHEREAS, the ASWWU Student Senate and ASWWU Executive Board currently are the two bicameral
equal-in-power branches of the ASWWU student government, meaning the Chairs of both branches are
the equal co-leaders and co-representatives of the ASWWU membership; and

WHEREAS, the President of the Associated Students of Western Washington University cannot fully
represent the full ASWWU membership and neither can the Senate Pro Tempore; and
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WHEREAS, the President and Senate Pro Tempore of the Associated Students of Western Washington
University must now work together in fully representing the ASWWU membership; and

WHEREAS, the 2019-2020 ASWWU President was not present at 33% of the WWU Board of Trustees
public meetings, leaving no representation for the ASWWU membership at those meetings; and

WHEREAS, the WWU Board of Trustees public meeting minutes of June 9, 2017, includes a report of the
new ASWWU governing structure that received 97% affirmative vote from the ASWWU membership and
the Board’s response was, “The board acknowledge[s] the work of the current Associated Students
Board and their commitment to this restructure;” and

WHEREAS, the ASWWU Executive Board approved the “ASWWU Student Senate Pro Tempore Job
Description,” in which the Position Responsibilities include, “ Serve the Students of Western Washington
University by: Representing the interests of WWU students on all issues that come before the ASWWU
Student Senate. Serving as the spokesperson of the ASWWU Student Senate, in coordination with the AS
Executive Board. Regularly communicating with WWU Administration, including the University
President, Vice President for Enrollment and Student Services, and the Dean of Students. Attending
Western Washington University Board of Trustees meetings as a recurring invitee;” and

WHEREAS, Article XII of the ASWWU Constitution approved on April 19, 2019, states, “Constitutional
Amendments: All amendments to this constitution must be approved by a majority vote of the ASWWU
and will be presented to the WWU Board of Trustees for ratification;” and

WHEREAS, the Preamble of the approved ASWWU Constitution states, “We, the Associated Students of
Western Washington University, have the right and responsibility to serve as a resource and advocate
for all students. For this purpose, the governing bodies of the Associated Students of Western
Washington University shall, (1) represent student interests and opinions to the University
Administration, the Board of Trustees, academic governance structures, and appropriate external
government bodies;” and

WHEREAS, Article XI of the ASWWU Student Senate Bylaws states, “Amendment One, Section One... the
Western Washington University Board of Trustees shall review, and permanently establish the
aforementioned Granted Authorities to the ASWWU Student Senate following a successful academic
year of 2018-2019, with consideration to an advisory vote of the Student Senate in favor of the Granted
Authorities. To permanently establish the Granted Authorities in consideration to the future of the AS
WWU Student Senate... the Western Washington University Board of Trustees will need a simple majority
vote according to their Charge & Charter... This vote will be held prior to the end of the 2018-2019
Academic Year;” and
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WHEREAS, the ASWWU gave the WWU Board of Trustees a report on the 2018-19 ASWWU Student
Senate’s successful academic year, “Eckman provided the board with an update on the accomplishments
of the newly formed Student Senate. He noted that the Student Senate held its first election of student
senators which included sixty students running for positions in nine colleges, and that it passed four
resolutions intended to help improve the quality of life for students at Western. Eckman reported that
students sat on over forty-five campus committees, including with voting privileges on college
curriculum committees. He noted that a new Senate Pro-Tempore has been elected for the upcoming
academic year for the first full year of the student senate;” and

WHEREAS, Article IX of the ASWWU Student Senate Bylaws states its Granted Authorities, “The ASWWU
Student Senate shall be granted the authority to fulfill its responsibilities within... the following granted
authorities... To appoint student representatives to standing University committees, and other bodies
upon request.., To reserve the right to have a student chair, in consultation with the University
President or designee, on all committees overseeing and appropriating mandatory and voluntary
student fee dollars,” which the WWU Board of Trustees oversees; and

WHEREAS, Article XI of the ASWWU Student Senate Bylaws also states, “Amendments: The Student
Senate will have the power to make, alter, and amend the Student Senate Charge and Charter or By-Laws
by an affirmative vote of a 3/4* majority of the ASWWU Student Senate, and approval by the University
President;” and

WHEREAS, it is currently unclear if the WWU Board of Trustees and University President ratified the
ASWWU Constitution, granted the ASWWU Student Senate’s Granted Authorities, and approved the
ASWWU Student Senate Bylaws; and

WHEREAS, the University President’s website does not recognize the Student Senate’s existence and
refers to the ASWWU Executive Board as the Board of Directors, “The AS also acts as the student voice in
university administration, with governance consisting of a student board of directors, Legislative
Liaison, business office, personnel office, communications office, and general services;” and

WHEREAS, the Western Washington University (WWU) Board of Trustees meeting minutes constantly
refer to the ASWWU Executive Board as the Board of Directors, as well; and

WHEREAS, the term Board of Directors transformed into Executive Board, as the former term referred to
the AWWU's outdated one-branch student governance power structure and was no longer deemed
appropriate due to the mandate by the ASWWU membership for an equal Student Senate; and
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WHEREAS, the current public understanding of the ASWWU governing structure, the Student Senate’s
power, and the Executive Board’s new name by the WWU Board of Trustees and the University President
as shown in their meeting minutes, websites, and lack of approval of the ASWWU'’s governing documents
is outdated and does not reflect the new bicameral equal-in-power WWU student governance.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE ASSOCIATED STUDENTS OF WESTERN WASHINGTON
UNIVERSITY EXECUTIVE BOARD

THAT, the ASWWU Executive Board requests that the WWU Board of Trustees and University President
recognize the new governing structure of the ASWWU and that they reflect that understanding on their
websites and future meeting minutes; and

THAT, the ASWWU Executive Board requests that the WWU Board of Trustees and University President
send out formal statements that acknowledge the ASWWU Student Senate as an equal branch to the
ASWWU Executive Board in terms of power; and

THAT, the ASWWU Executive Board requests that the WWU Board of Trustees and University President
send out formal statements that recognize the ASWWU Senate Pro Tempore and ASWWU President as
equal co-leaders and co-representatives of the ASWWU; and

THAT, the ASWWU Executive Board requests that the University President and Vice President for
Enrollment and Student Services meet as regularly with the ASWWU Senate Pro Tempore as they do with
the ASWWU President; and

THAT, the ASWWU Executive Board requests that, from here on, the WWU Board of Trustees ratifies the
ASWWU Constitution and grants the Granted Authorities of the ASWWU Student Senate Bylaws and the
University President approves the ASWWU Student Senate Bylaws for all past and future changes; and

THAT, the ASWWU Executive Board requests that the WWU Board of Trustees sends a recurring invite to
the ASWWU Senate Pro Tempore for their public meetings.

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Associated Students of Western Washington University Executive Board
at their [regular/special] meeting on November 13, 2020.

[Signature]

[Name of respective body’s chair]
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