
Western Washington University Associated Students 
Activities Council Meeting
Monday, October 10, 2011 VU 567

Present: Kye Freeman, Daniel Hagen, Matt Temple, Derrick Troy, Maddy Vonhoff 
Absent:
Late:
Advisor Is): Casey Hayden 
Secretary: Erin Curran-Tileston
Guest(s): Emily Gordon, WWU Sci-Fi/Fantasy Club; Fisa Herzog, Students for Barack Obama; Sam 

Moss, NeRDS; Travis Nelson, Stand Up Comedy Club

MOTIONS
AC-ll-F-01 Add Proposal for Repurposing Club Basic Funding to Other Business on the agenda. 

- Passed
AC-ll-F-02 Approve WWU Sci-Fi/Fantasy Club as a Special Interest category club. - Passed
AC-ll-F-03 Approve recognition of Students for Barack Obama Club without basic funding. 

- Passed
AC-ll-F-04 Support the Repurposing of Club Basic Funding with the stipulation that the 

remaining $2,000 be repurposed at a later date as seen fit by the Activities Council. - 
Passed

Mario Orallo-Molinaro, AS VP of Activities, called the meeting to order at 7:22 p.m.

I. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
None

II. REVISIONS TO THE AGENDA
MOTION AC-ll-F-01 by Kye Freeman
Add Proposal for Repurposing Club Funding to Other Business on the agenda 
Second: Daniel Hagen Vote: 6 - 0 - 0  Action: PASSED

III. BUSINESS DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Freeman stated AC has $5,000 for Basic Funding, $33,000 for Grants, Foans, and Underwrites, 
$7,000 for Club Conference, $4,000 for Academic Conference, and for $3,000 for Bookstore 
Donations. Freeman added that hopefully the Club Basic Funding would soon be changed to the 
PC Fund. Casey Hayden added there was money given out during the summer, in accordance 
with Orallo-Molinaro’s executive authority. The funds distributed by Orallo-Molinaro have not 
been deducted from the budget yet. Hayden stated the amount to be a little over $1000 coming 
out of grants, loans, and underwrites.

IV. CLUB RECOGNITION (Basic Funding if Indicated)
A. WWU AST. CFIJB

No one from the club was present. The item has been moved to next week’s agenda.

B. WWU Sci-Fi/Fantasv Club
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Emily Gordon described the club as a place to appreciate and celebrate Sci-Fi and Fantasy every 
Friday night. She added that the club would like to include looking at comic books but minimize 
the use of Harry Potter, Doctor Who, and Joss Whedon because there are already AS clubs 
devoted to these topics. Matt Temple asked if the group had the requisite 5 members. Gordon 
replied that the club had five members and three other people have shown interest. Freeman 
asked if the Budget Authority had attended the Club Kick-Off event. Gordon replied that they 
had and that she has also filled out the online registration form for OrgSync. Gordon added that 
she will be volunteering to table at Compass to Campus for the club. Daniel asked if Gordon was 
asking for basic funding. Hayden replied that it had been taken off the e-form in anticipation of 
moving basic funding to a PC fund.

MOTION AC-1 l-F-02 by Daniel Hagen
Approve WWU Sci-Fi/Fantasy Club as a Special Interest category club.
Second: Matt Temple Vote: 6 - 0 - 0  Action: PASSED

C. Students for Barack Obama
Fisa Herzog, a campus organizer for Obama for America, was representing Students for Barack 
Obama. She stated that the club would be nationally connected. Herzog stated that she wanted to 
recreate the same club that was formed in 2008. The main goals of the club would be to 
registering voters on campus, make people aware of current issues, and inform people that 
Obama is better candidate. Herzog stated she had filled out the paperwork and have 30 people 
interested in the club already. Maddy Vonhoff asked if the national organization knows that the 
club is trying to affiliate with them. Herzog said the organization did know. Hagen noticed 
according to the club constitution membership could be terminated if it becomes obvious that a 
member is not committed to re-electing the president. He stated that it was important for Western 
to stay inclusive and this did not seem as inclusive as it could. Herzog said she would change that 
section of the document and asked how she could go about that. Hayden said Herzog could email 
the revised constitution to Vonhoff and the club recognition could be passed with the stipulation 
of that sentence being changed. Troy asked if affiliating with the national organization would 
restrict membership. Herzog said the club was open anyone with no membership cost and no 
special rules. She added that members don’t have to sign up with national organization. Hagen 
pointed out that September elections could be cumbersome to the club and added that it was not a 
problem; it was just a suggestion for consideration by the club.

MOTION AC-1 l-F-03 by Derrick Troy
Approve recognition of Students for Barack Obama Club without basic funding.
Second: Maddy Vonhoff Vote: 6 -0-0 Action: PASSED

D. Dancing with Scarves
No one from the club was present. The item has been moved to next week’s agenda.

E. Students of Optional Clothing
No one from the club was present. The item has been moved to next week’s agenda.

V. INFORMATION ITEMS

A. Vikings of Comedy/Stand Up Comedy Club
Travis Nelson stated that Vikings of Comedy and the Stand Up Comedy Club were working with 
the Underground Coffeehouse Coordinator to set up a night for comedy to be showcased. He said 
that the clubs had tried to get performances on campus scheduled but had trouble getting times on 
campus. Because of this the groups went off campus, however, the venue they had been using
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was shut down so they are now trying to move back onto campus. They hope that every second 
Thursday of the month night they could use the Underground’s Club Night to showcase 
Western’s comedy. To do this the clubs need to pay a technology fee, which is something the club 
cannot fund for the extended period of time they intend to run this program. Nelson is asking for 
funding from AC to enable anyone to perform in a safe environment on campus. The clubs are 
currently trying to incorporate the Dead Parrots Society and the Upfront Theatre into the event. 
Orallo-Molinaro clarified when the funding request mentioned a sound guy they meant a sound 
technician and that was the only thing they needed to pay for. Freeman asked if the sound 
technician was through event services or through the Underground Coffeehouse. Nelson said it is 
through the AS. Hagen asked if Nelson had contacted the Underground Coffeehouse Coordinator 
about the program. Nelson replied that he had. Vonhoff asked if the amount asked for in the 
request was accurate due to the fact that school is only in session for one week in December. She 
said that by her calculations they should only need funding for six or seven months. Nelson said 
the requested amount was a rough calculation and the event would happen on any second 
Thursday when people are on campus. He added that the event would also probably only run two 
hours. Vonhoff clarified that the funding request was an information item so a motion could not 
be made. Orallo-Molinaro suggested more technical wording on the request to allow the 
committee to know exactly where the money would be put towards. Troy asked for a more 
specific amount and Vonhoff said she would help Nelson come up with a more exact calculation. 
Mario suggested talking to Kate Stevenson with VU Event Services for the best estimation. 
Freeman stated the request was in the form of Underwrite and asked if there was going to be a 
charge or fee at the event. Nelson said he believed that clubs were not allowed to charge for event. 
Hayden added that he had recommended an underwrite incase a date was cancelled or the club 
didn’t use all the hours they were expecting to.

B. Neuroscience Research Driven Students (NeRDS)
Sam Moss explained that the NeRDS were trying to go to the Annual Neuroscience Meeting that 
was being held in Washington D.C. The group was planning on spending a total of five days at 
the conference. Moss said approximately 13,000 people attend the conference. He added that 
WWU has an advanced neuroscience program that is very selective and appeals to many grad 
schools across the country. For the conference there is a group of sixteen interested students, 
however that number is dropping. The costs for the group would include $450 for airfare, $120 for 
registration, and $50 per night per person for hotels. He stated that there would also be personal 
cost accrued, such as eating expenses. Moss asked the committee for $1600 in the form of a 
stipend. He said this would go to pay for the students’ hotel costs. He added that the club had a 
small amount of money, approximately $500, but that was usually set aside for scholarships.
Moss continued to say that the club was separate from the department so they would not get 
funding from there. Hagen asked what the group would bring back to campus from this 
conference. Moss said the group hoped to give presentation on what they learned that would be 
open to the whole school after they return. Vonhoff asked who would be attending the 
conference. Moss said the attendees would be comprised of only students in the neuroscience 
program. He said it would be three to four juniors, four to five seniors, and one fifth year student. 
He said the club actively dissuaded non-program students who would get the most out of it. 
Freeman asked if Moss knew how many people were definitely going. Moss said it was about 
eleven people at last count don’t expect a significant rise. Troy asked if the amount requested was 
based on sixteen or eleven people. Moss said that it was based on sixteen people and could 
recalculate the total for next week. He added that he was hoping to receive approximately $100 
per person to cover two nights of housing. Vonhoff asked how much each student would be 
paying out of pocket. Moss replied that it would be about $600 - $700 per person with airfare. 
Orallo-Molinaro asked Moss to bring a final total to the next meeting.
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VI. ACTION ITEMS
None

IX. BOOKSTORE DONATION REQUEST
None

X. OTHER BUSINESS
A. Repurposing Club Basic Funding
Hayden said at the end of Spring Quarter an idea had come out of Interclub Council. The idea 
was to take the basic fund and change it, at least partially, to a Publicity Center Fund. He 
explained that basic funding covers providing $50 start-up funds per club and can also be given to 
returning club who ask for it. Hayden stated that a couple thousand of the $5000 was consistently 
not being used each year partially because the clubs had no solid plan for using the money and it 
would just sits there. At the end of the year the money doesn’t roll over so the money is 
reabsorbed by the council. This has been a continual issue. Hayden said the proposed change in 
funding distribution was an attempt to streamline using the publicity center for clubs. He added 
that everyone who has heard the proposal has supported it. He explained the proposal was to 
create a fund to help pay for publicity center costs. It would be billed internally and the PC would 
only be billing one account. With this proposal there had been a few package options put together 
for clubs to choose from. Hayden recommended putting $3,000 of the $5,000 in basic funding 
toward this new fund. He stated that this would allow approximately 50 clubs access to the 
packages in the Publicity Center. This number was based on the 40 club jobs the PC had last year. 
Hayden said that during the process of creating this proposal it was found that clubs were 
avoiding the PC because it was not easy to use. This proposal would allow one free use of the PC 
per club for up to 50 clubs. Hayden handed out a paper explaining the proposal and the three 
package options. Hayden explained the differences between the old way of working with the PC 
and the proposed way and showed that the proposal would create a streamlined process for the 
clubs to have easy access.

Hagen asked if the money allotted to each of the 50 clubs would include the design fee. Hayden 
said that is does. Freeman inquired if the packages also included digital signage and advertising 
through KUGS. Hayden replied that video and digital signage was included video and the group 
could work with KUGS to get advertising going with no extra cost. However, press releases 
would go through the communication office and they would have to contact Natalie, but it would 
still be with no extra cost to the club. Hayden said that each club, through this new process, 
would get about $60 to pay for advertising through the Publicity Center. He said the overall goal 
was to give the clubs more and make access easier. With this process it would be one ER for the 
year and one OrgSync form. Hayden said that this was a pretty significant repurposing of dollars, 
so if a club has a financial need that is small, under $50, they would be able to do a quick funding 
request that can be passed in one week. He said he hoped the AC could weigh in on the 
document before the Board of Directors reviewed it on Tuesday. Hagen expressed concern about 
emergency situations where clubs cannot get money in time. Freeman pointed out there would 
still be $2000 leftover and asked if that would still be available to the clubs. Hayden said the good 
part about the proposal is that it is very flexible. He suggested maybe using the $2,000 as 
reimbursement for copy services, putting some back towards travel, or putting even more towards 
the PC, but he said he was open to suggestions. Troy suggested the AC could put the $3,000 
towards the PC and keep the other $2,000 as a discretionary fund to be put towards areas of 
funding that were lacking later on in the year. Vonhoff said she liked putting the $3,000 towards 
the PC but wasn’t sure if the remaining basic funding should go towards travel because it benefits 
so few. She also posed the question whether the PC could keep up with the demand coming from 
the clubs. She recommended talking with the PC to create a schedule and see what was actually
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possible. Hagen said he liked the idea of a discretionary fund but suggested maybe more of a petty 
cash account so there was money set aside for small purchases. He also suggested more options 
under general promotion. Hayden said they tried to keep the proposed packages simple because it 
would be free to the clubs. Freeman asked if the clubs that signed up on OrgSync were placed in 
an order. Hayden replied that they had. Vonhoff pointed out that most clubs were submitting 
requests under general promotion because few clubs have large events and asked if they would be 
able to switch to event promotion later on. Hayden said that it would be possible. Hagen asked 
what would be available later on in the year. Hayden said he thought 50 slots would last but 
maybe if this works more money could be requested for the future. Freeman suggested splitting 
up amount of slots available per quarter. Hayden said that there could be stipulations and changes 
made for next year depending on how this year went. Temple supported the idea of making 
access to the PC easy because he feels people are uninformed about events and this might help for 
people to learn about events. Troy asked if the club set the deadline or if it was preset. Hayden 
explained that when clubs signed up on OrgSync they set the deadline and provided as much 
information as they had. The next step was for the club to connect with the PC and their designer. 
Troy asked if the proposal was approved by the AC and Board of Directors could changes be 
made later. Hayden said that with the way spots are being filled there is no real way to amend it 
unless the committee hold out on the $2,000 and reallocates it later. He added that if there were 
any revisions made at the meeting it could be brought to the Board of Directors but they have 
authority to make the final decision. Vonhoff suggested one way to amend how the process was 
working was to create limited access by month to spread out demand on the PC. Hagen wanted a 
way to make sure clubs had access to funds if there were last minute issues with programs arose. 
Vonhoff and Freeman both pointed out that funding could not be dispersed retroactively by the 
committee, but allowing clubs access to funds was still important. Hagen suggested making it 
clear that supplies were available to clubs, as Vonhoff pointed out, in the Club Hub. Temple 
supported the idea that at least some of the left over $2,000 be given to the PC to support other 
groups being able to use the PC, especially for new clubs being formed later on in the year. 
Vonhoff also supported this idea but questioned whether the PC could handle the demand. Troy 
suggested holding off on allocating the $2,000 until the committee knew where it would be 
needed. Temple asked if the committee had the power to amend the proposal. Orallo-Molinaro 
responded that the committee could amend or change as they saw fit and he would take the 
changes to the board.

AC-ll-F-04 by: Daniel Hagen
Support the Repurposing of Club Basic Funding with the stipulation that the remaining $2,000 be 
repurposed at a later date as seen fit by the Activities Council.
Second: Matt Temple Vote: 6-0-0 Action: PASSED

THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED BY ACCLAMATION AT 8:27 P.M.


