
Western Washington University Associated Students 
Green Energy Fee Committee Meeting

Friday, November 22, 2013 VU 567

Committee Members Present: Robby Eckroth, Chair (AS VP Student Life), Josie Ellison (AS VP for 
Academic Affairs), Regan Clover (GEF Program Coordinator), Ashley Selvey (Student at 
Large), Ellen Zocher (Student at Large), Grace Wang (faculty), Ed Simpson (Rep. Business 
and Financial Affairs), and Sadie Normoyle (GEF Education Coordinator)

Absent: Kevin Majkut, Seth Vidana (Sustainability Manager,) Nina Olivier (AS ESP Associate 
Director),

Advisorfs): Kevin Majkut, Director of Student Activities

MOTIONS
GEF-13-F-03 Approve the minutes ofNovember 8, 2013. Passed.
GEF-13-F-04 Move to approve “The Human Aspect of Sustainability” as a GEF small grant

project. Passed.

Robby Eckroth, AS Vice President for Student Life, called the meeting to order at 2:01 p.m.

I. Call to Order

II. Additions/Changes to the Agenda

III. Approval of Last Week’s Minutes

MOTION ASB-13-F-03 by Ellison
Approve the minutes ofNovember 8, 2013
Second: Selvey Vote: 6 - 0 - 0  Action: Passed

IV. Consent Items
A. GEF Small Grant “The Human Aspect of Sustainability”

Clover said the Human Aspect of Sustainability team started working on this project last year 
and decided to resubmit it this year after they had time to think this project over. She said this 
project places an emphasis on the social equity tier of the three pillars of sustainability which 
are environment, economy, and social equity. She explained the team wanted to have a film 
viewing and panel discussion workshop on how to create and sustain happiness as a 
community in order to maintain social equity. Clover said after this event they are holding a 
sock monkey workshop to continue this theme. The team is partnering with Phi Kappa Phi to 
create at least 30 sock monkeys and give them to children who are leaving Child Protective 
Services for safer homes. She said at each event they will introduce the topic of sustainability 
and how the three pillars integrate. She said they asked for $692.22 for this event. Wang 
thought they have really developed this event in the past year.3 dittos. Normoyle is excited 
they have integrated social equity into this event because not a lot of Green Energy Fee 
(GEF) projects have done that before. Eckroth mentioned having the GEF program 
emphasize social equity more because often time teams focus solely on the environment.
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MOTION GEF- 10-F-04 by Wang
Move to approve “The Human Aspect of Sustainability” as a GEF small grant project
Second: Ellison Vote: 6 - 0 - 0  Action: Passed.

V. Review and Discussion

A. GEF Small Grant “Hydroponic Aquarium
Clover said this team proposed to implement a hydroponic aquarium. She said it 
would be a 10 gallon aquarium that would be used to grow food on-campus. She 
mentioned the team originally wanted to grow food for all dining halls, but their 
proposal is for a pilot program to test out how this would work. Clover said 
hydroponic aquariums help cut down on waste and water pollution, promote natural 
pest control, and produce sustainable yields that can be grown all year around. She 
mentioned the team wanted to have three workshops in the winter where they teach 
people about hydroponic gardening as well as make mini hydroponic gardens out of 
jars. Clover’s reservation about this project is the students will be graduated by spring 
and there is no clear plan what to do with the aquarium after the students leave. She 
asked the committee if they should put this project on hold so they can find another 
group to maintain it when the students graduate or would six months of the display be 
worth the investment of student funds. Eckroth asked if the biology department could 
use this equipment in the future if the project doesn’t continue. Clover suggested the 
possibility of donating this equipment to the department for future use. Wang asked if 
there was any type of security set up for the aquarium. Clover said the team decided 
this project would not be gated or locked. Normoyle suggested placing signs around 
the aquarium to avoid students tampering with the aquarium. Selvey asked if six 
months is long enough to see the effects of the aquarium and watch vegetables grow. 
Zocher asked if they have had previous experience with hydroponics. Eckroth asked if 
the team knows whether or not seeds can work for this project, since from his 
knowledge hydroponics cannot be grown from seeds. Ashley asked if they know 
anyone who is interested in taking care of this after they graduate. Eckroth asked 
Clover to send the team these questions and hopefully this can be a consent item at the 
next meeting. Eckroth asked if they could specify what the spare parts are on the 
product list. Clover is giving the team until December 3rd to provide the committee 
with the additional information to answer their questions.

B. Recap on Sadie’s Campus to Congress training
Normoyle went to Campus to Congress that was put on by the Bard Center for 
Environmental Policy at UC Berkley about two weeks ago. She said this conference 
was about environmental policy and for students interested in sustainable business.
She talked about the Green Energy Fee at the conference and is currently talking to 
some students about how to start their own GEF program. Normoyle had a phone 
meeting with Katherine who runs The Green Initiative Fund (TGIF) at UC Berkley. 
Normoyle said TGIF has available internships for their green fund. Katherine has two 
permanent interns working with her and each project has an opportunity to request 
interns. She said interns work on outreach to the campus about the effectiveness and 
implementation of projects. She said staff and faculty are also available to create their 
own projects and TGIF is not only limited to student groups. She and Katherine also
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discussed doing more social equity projects with the green fund. Clover did some 
research on TGIFs numbers and out of 100 projects implemented they have had 185 
interns. She thought the Hydroponic Aquarium is a good example of where they could 
hire an intern. Normoyle mentioned TGIF sometimes funds duplicate projects which 
could be why they have implemented so many projects in the past.

C. Discussion on possible 2nd round of Large Grant Conceptual Applications
Clover and Vidana are reviewing the GEF large grant applications before deciding if 
they should have a second round of applications. Clover suggested opening up another 
round of grants to preempt next year’s funds. She said it takes about a year to use the 
funds they allocate and by offering another set of grants they can start the process 
sooner. 3 dittos. Clover said there are only three large grant applications as of now so 
she has the time to work on more proposals. She is thinking of having the due dates be 
toward to end of February or the beginning of March. Clover also has seven idea labs 
set up for January and February for people to learn about the Green Energy Fee.

D. Update on Fall 2013 Large Grant Proposals
Clover sent the large grant applications with revisions to the technical reviewers. She 
said they are due back to her by next Wednesday where she will then send them to the 
committee by December 2nd with the scoring matrix. She wants everyone to use the 
scoring matrix when going through the proposals and send them back to her by 
December 5th so she can compile the scores. On Friday December 6th they will assess 
their thoughts of the projects and come up with 3-5 questions for each group. Clover 
said the teams will come in during their first committee meeting in January for 
presentations and questions.

E. Close-out of Project MUG
Clover presented ways for the Western Washington University to adopt and manage 
the Project Mug program. She said Dining Services would be happy to run the 
program if the Sustainability Department administered it. Clover said it only makes 
sense to continue Project Mug if it is a Dining Services program. She said as a result of 
this, they have no choice but to close Project Mug. Clover said there are 120 mugs left 
that were funded by the Green Energy Fee. She wants the committees input about 
what they should do with the mugs. She suggested giving the first 50 away to the 
current program participates, the next 12 as a thank you to the key stakeholders, and 
the last 50 away at the GEF Awards Expo as a door prize.3 dittos. Clover said other 
options are to recycle the mugs or sell them on surplus. Simpson doesn’t see this 
project as a failure, since it was a corporate decisions to not to participate. Clover said 
other schools have been inspired by this program and they may see this project again 
in the future.

VI. Adjourn

THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED BY ACCLAMATION AT 2:42P.M.


