
Western Washington University Associated Students 
Green Energy Fee Committee Meeting
Tuesday, March 11, 2014 VU 460

Committee Members Present: Robby Eckroth, Chair (AS VP Student Life), Josie Ellison (AS VP for 
Academic Affairs), Regan Clover (GEF Program Coordinator), Ashley Selvey (Student at 
Large), Ellen Zocher (Student at Large), Grace Wang (faculty), Ed Simpson (Rep. Business 
and Financial Affairs), Sadie Normoyle (GEF Education Coordinator), and Nina Olivier (AS 
ESP Associate Director)

Absent: Seth Vidana (Sustainability Manager)
Advisorfs): Kevin Majkut, Director of Student Activities

MOTIONS
GEF-14-W-07 Approve the minutes of Tuesday, February 18th, 2014. Passed.

Robby Eckroth, AS Vice President for Student Life, called the meeting to order at 8:47 a.m.

I. Call to Order

II. Additions/ Changes to the Agenda

III. Approval of Last Meeting’s Minutes

MOTION GEF-14-W-06 By:Ellison
Approve the minutes of Tuesday, February 18th, 2014.
Second: Selvey Vote: 7 - 0 - 0  Action: Passed

IV. Discussion Items
- Nova Solar Window Proposal

Regan Clover said a group of students are proposing to create a window to install in the 
Viking Union that would collect the sun’s rays and create energy. She said they are proposing 
to install cords below the window where you could plug in your phone or other electronic 
devices to charge them. She said they are planning an educational piece to let more people 
know about this by being able to roll this window out to Red Square during Info Fair or other 
educational opportunities. She said they are also looking to create a tablet sized window that 
could be checked out at ATUS to bring out to campus on a sunny day to charge electronic 
devices. She said they have been to competitions around the state and country for this 
technology and are going to create this window with help from an industrial design student. 
She said the largest technical feedback was from Facilities Management. They said that the 
manufacturing of window frames are done by Facilities Management and would need to work 
with them on this project. She said they were also worried about the transparency of the 
window. She mentioned the Sustainability Office wondered if this product would damage the 
electronics being charged and if they have ever tried this before. She said ATUS had an issue 
with this team making a tablet that was able to be checked out. She said they wouldn’t be 
participate in this aspect because it would need to be approved by an appropriate consumer 
product testing agency. Eckroth noted that this would be the first Green Energy Fee (GEF) 
project that a student team is having a part in creating. Zocher wondered where some of their 
numbers came from because sometimes aspects of projects cost more than they think they 
would. Simpson liked the idea of the window being mobile because it would increase the
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projects visibility. Zocher wondered how big the window would have to be because light is 
still passing through the window, and assumes the amount of energy you would be able to 
draw from the window would be a lot less due to the window being transparent. She thinks 
that in order to fully charge something, the device may need to be bigger than what one could 
carry. Wang suggested funding a prototype of the window in order to do a data analysis 
before the actual installation to have better calculations. Clover said they currently have 
funding for a prototype, and if they don’t have one made now than they have one in the 
making. Selvey would like to have to team come in for a presentation to explain the data they 
have so far and to give them more details on how the product works. Simpson mentioned that 
when students are in school, the Viking Union windows get less and less lighting all the time. 
Selvey wondered if the windows by the coffee place in the VU would be a better spot to put 
the window. Zocher said that where the window would be would affect the size of the 
window and determine the cost. She thinks they should be clear about what size window they 
would make. Majkut likes the idea of this project, but wonders if there are any better places 
around campus to place this window that get more sunlight.
Questions:

1. Could it damage electronic devices?
2. How long it would take to charge a device?
3. What’s the process for obtaining a UL?
4. Is there health risks of the product breaks?
5. Do they have sample already made?
6. Do they know window positioning in the VU to maximize light input?

- Red Square Convenience Composting Proposal
Clover said a team of students who are interested in installing a handful of outdoor 
composting stations in Red Square. She said they are would like to make the stations similar 
to the recycle stations. She said their budget includes the bio bags and the enclosures, but it 
doesn’t include the staff time or the cost of Food Plus. She said in the reviews, the appearance 
was seen to be important along with making sure everyone is on board and that there is a high 
education component so there is minimal contamination. Simpson suggested having a unified 
“dumping” station to have paper, compost, and waste in one location because he doesn’t 
think people would want to walk around to different places to dispose their waste. Wang 
suggested that the compost stations should have lids along with being enclosed. Selvey 
recommends these stations to have clear signage of what is and isn’t compostable. She thinks 
having it in the middle of the campus would be great because most people aren’t willing to 
walk across campus with their garbage just to dispose of it in a compost bin. Majkut thinks 
they should look at if there has been notable benefits from the current composting bins and 
how much non compostable material is put into the compost bins and is sorted out later. 
Wang thinks they could get the data of this from the Waste Audits that are done around 
campus. Majkut wondered if they put on in Red Square, if they should also put one in Haskell 
Plaza because there are a lot of food places around that area. 3 dittos. He thinks it would be a 
good pilot putting one a compost bin in each of these areas rather than just having one in Red 
Square. Selvey wondered if they should reduce the sizes of these bins. Zocher suggested 
having the team have more of an idea of what the design of the bins would be, and get it 
approved by Gary Hodge. She also would like them to be more specific on the locations 
because Facilities Management has the final say on this. Majkut said making the bins smaller 
may be a good idea because 55 gallons is a lot of compost to pick up. Simpson wonders how 
often the outside recycle barrels are picked up. Selvey wonders who is going to cover the 
extended cost of the bio bags after the first year of this project ends.
Questions:
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1. How much contamination is in the current bins on campus?
2. Would you consider distributed bins to the South end of campus?
3. Would there be signage of what is and isn’t compostable?
4. Do you have a design in mind?
5. Where would the bins be specifically located?

- W estem W ind Energy Proposal
Clover said this team is proposing a project to install a micro wind turbine on the top of 
wither the environmental studies building or parks hall. She said this team used studies 
previously done on campus to choose the location for the wind turbine, and they chose the 
top of the building to place this turbine to avoid safety issues from the guide wires. She said 
this team also envisioned at kiosk like the one in the Viking Union for the solar panels that are 
placed on top if that building. She mentioned the team originally wanted the wind turbine to 
be 60 to 80 feet tall. Selvey said a big concern would be the aesthetics of the wind turbine. She 
said the visibility of the project would be great, but she worries how tall the wind turbine 
would be and what it would look like. Simpson wonders about the acoustics of the wind 
turbine and how much noise would be produced by it. He also wonders about the issue of 
birds being caught in this wind turbine, and thinks the vertical type of fan that was picked out 
would help. Simpson noted that if a structural engineer would be involved in mounting this 
wind turbine, than the cost would increase. He said Bernie Housen had a weather station on 
top of the environmental studies building and probably has accumulated a lot of data that 
could be useful for this project. Wang wonders if there would be enough room on top of the 
environmental studies building with the solar panels and the weather station being on top of 
the building. Simpson said the proposed fan unit it about 4 feet tall and would be the most 
visible from around Haskell Plaza. Zocher wondered who would do an environmental impact 
study if one was necessary. Wang said there is a class requires students to perform an EIA for 
a state agency and this could be project that students could take up if the timing was right. 
Clover said that this team mentioned they may be able to get tax rebates from Puget Sound 
Energy for this project. Simpson thinks that instead of having this information be in one kiosk 
for location, it should be made available in more locations. Majkut wonders who would be 
involved in maintaining the kiosk for this project. Clover suggested making the data a part of 
the dashboard as a required aspect of this project, so it would be available in more places. 
Questions:
1. How tall would this project be?
2. What would the dimensions of the wind turbine look like?
3. Could you bring data demonstrating that these building would be good locations for wind?
4. Can you bring data to demonstrate the noise level that would be produced?
5. Who would be doing the installation of this project?

V. Solar Thermal Project Update
Clover was given information from Facilities Management that they recently received from the 
solar vendor of the bid, which showed the savings information regarding this project. She said 
there was an original estimate was a $5,000 per year savings with an ongoing maintenance of 
$3,100 per year. She said the savings provided by the vendor was about $980 per year of 
savings. She explained that this number was found by the vendor letting them know who many 
therms per year saved and then from this they calculated the savings. She provided this new 
data to the Recreation Center and asked if they would still like to continue with this project.
She said the Recreation Center wanted to wait to install this project when there was improved 
technology that would have a greater savings to the campus. She said as a result of this, the 
entire project has been tabled. Clover has a meeting with this team tomorrow to discuss what
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they want the next team to know in order to take on this project.

VI. Adjourn

THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED BY ACCLAMATION AT 9:31 A.M.
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