
Western Washington University Associated Students 
Green Energy Fee Committee Meeting
Thursday, April 3rd, 2014 VU 460

Committee Members Present: Robby Eckroth, Chair (AS VP Student Life), Josie Ellison (AS VP for 
Academic Affairs), Regan Clover (GEF Program Coordinator), Ashley Selvey (Student at 
Large), Ed Simpson (Rep. Business and Financial Affairs), and Brian Rusk (Faculty)

Absent: Seth Vidana (Sustainability Manager), Grace Wang (Faculty), Nina Olivier (AS ESP Associate 
Director), Sadie Normoyle (GEF Education Coordinator),

Advisor(s): Kevin Majkut, Director of Student Activities
Guest(s): Jacob deGuzman, Marika Weber, Kari Clausen, Jill MacIntyre Witt, Maddie Gavigan Martin, 

Gary Hodge, Tim Sargent, Mike Farman, Steven Albert, Josh Ulrich

MOTIONS
GEF-14-S-01 Approve the minutes from Tuesday, March 11, 2014. Passed.

Robby Eckroth, AS Vice President for Student Life, called the meeting to order at 2:32 p.m.

I. Call to Order

II. Additions/ Changes to the Agenda

III. Approval of Last Meeting’s Minutes

MOTION GEF-14-S-01 By: Simpson
Approve the minutes from Tuesday, March 11, 2014
Second: Selvey Vote: 4 - 0 - 1  Action: Passed

IV. Presentations
Red Square Convenience Composting Proposal 

This team consists of Jacob deGuzman, Marika Weber, Kari Clausen, Jill MacIntyre Witt, 
Maddie Gavigan Martain, and Gary Hodge. They explained that there are compost stations in on- 
campus cafes and in newly remodeled buildings, but there are none present outdoors. They said in 
order to address student mobility and make composting more convenient is by placing these bins 
in Red Square because it is a high traffic area. They said when they don’t provide different sorting 
stations, people put items that need to be recycled or composted in a landfill can. They said one 
of the educational components of this project would be targeting incoming students in order to 
build waste conscious ideas and create that type of culture on campus. Their project proposes to 
remove all stand-alone landfill cans, mixed paper bins, and aluminum/ plastic/ glass bins. They 
would replace these with four main sorting stations which would include compost, aluminum and 
glass recycling, and mixed paper recycling. They explained that these locations were chosen with 
the help from the Office of Sustainability Zero Waster Coordinator and the Grounds Maintenance 
Supervisor. They said the compost pick-up disposal is by Miller Hall, which would be 
conveniently located by the composting stations. They are looking to implement an enclosed 
container that holds about 60 to 75 gallons of compost, is easily accessible to outdoor 
maintenance workers, and has a slanted top because of rain. They plan on reusing the current 
landfill bins and remove all the unnecessary ones from Red Square. They found that there is no 
current data available about how much contamination is in the compost bins, but it could be 
found through sampling throughout campus. They plan on keeping this pilot project only in Red 
Square because it is a high traffic location and want to isolate one area of campus to look at. They 
are hoping this project is able to expand across campus in the future. They also think that color
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coordinating the bins would be helpful, so people would be able to associate a color with what 
goes inside of the bins. They also want to put pictures on the outside of the bins to help navigate 
students on where to place their waste. They said the cost of compostable bags is expensive, but 
by cutting down the amount of non-compostable bags they would be able purchase more 
compostable bags. They think in the future this would happen, but as of now they think it should 
be added to their budget. They said the outdoor maintenance worker in that area agreed to take 
on the role of emptying out the compost bins. They said their proposed project will reduce 
Western’s waste impact, reduce CO2 emissions, is an aesthetic that would appeal to 
environmentally aware students looking to attend the university, and is a way to engage the 
Western community in proper waste sorting and waste infrastructure behavior. Rusk wonders 
what happens to the compost after it gets picked up. They said the compost bin in the back of 
Miller Hall gets picked up and sent to Green Earth Technologies in Lynden where it is composted 
in an industrial high efficiency compost center. Their idea is to expand the current infrastructure 
that already exists and they hope to see the contamination rates decrease as time goes on. They 
would want Grounds Maintenance and the Zero Waste Coordinator to monitor how the compost 
bins are used, but they wouldn’t personally sort contamination out of the bins themselves. Clover 
wonders if this project would be a trial or a permanent installation. They hope for this to be a 
permanent project, but thinks it would be beneficial to do a trial to see how well this project 
works. Rusk suggests having a clear pictures of what is and isn’t allowed in the each bins. He was 
impressed that they really emphasized the educational component of this project.

Western Wind Energy Proposal 
This team consists of Tim Sargent, Mike Furman, Steven Albert, Josh Ulrich, Josh Lewis, and 
Brian Rusk. Their proposal is to install one to three turbines that could be mounted on top of 
Parks Hall. They said this project would have a kiosk that would show a real time display of the 
performance and the emissions that could be saved from the power generated. They said the wind 
energy would pay for itself in about half of the projects lifetime. They said this project would 
increase their own energy production and allow them rely less on importing energy from Puget 
Sound Energy. They also explained that wind energy is produced during the night and day, while 
solar energy is solely produced during the day. Their proposed site for the wind turbines is on 
Parks Hall located above elevator shafts. The Gale T2 turbine starts producing energy at speeds as 
low as 4 mph. They looked at Western’s wind speed which averages to about 12 mph over the 
year. They said with an average wind speed of 12mph, this turbine would make about 2,000 
kilowatts of energy per year. They explained that wind speeds are the slowest in the summer, but 
this is when solar produces its peak energy. They said the wind turbine is about 8 feet tall, weighs 
335 pounds, and its lifespan is about 30 years. They explained that this turbine emits 58 decibels 
from 20 feet away, which is about the sound of a normal conversation. They said a 2 kilowatt 
turbine would cost from $15,000 to about $20,000. They said due to the size and weight of the 
turbine, they may need to rent a crane or implement a pulley system in order to get this on top of 
the building. However, they may be able to build and install the turbine on top of the building 
itself. They said the company (Tangarie) that sells these turbines would provide help and 
information about everything they need to know regarding the set-up. They explained the local 
authorized dealer is based in Lynnwood. They said the order takes about 6 to 12 weeks to go 
through and then the turbines would be sent to Western where they could then start the 
installation process. The Whatcom County requirements for wind turbine installation prevents the 
turbine from being painted a reflective color or lighted. The electrical controls and wiring need to 
be out of the way and there needs to be a flicker analysis done on this project. They explained that 
the set up certification consists of certifying the compatibility of the foundation by a professional 
engineer licensed in Washington State. They said the electrical system design also has to be 
certified by an electrical engineer in Washington State. They said the height of the system must be 
under 500 feet and the towers can’t exceed 100 feet. They explained that the audible sound can’t 
exceed 20 decibels above ambient background noise and cannot exceed 45 decibels beyond
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Western’s property line. They also need to provide a report by a qualified independent acoustical 
consultant approved by Whatcom County to indicate that it will conform to the sound 
performance required by the ordinance. They mentioned if there are complaints about the sound 
of the turbine, they do another sound check. If the wind turbine is working properly, but is too 
loud then they would need to either fix the problem or remove the turbine within 30 days. They 
explained that when they plan to remove the turbine they have to schedule decommission to 
Whatcom County with the proposed date and within 120 days they have to start the removal of 
the turbine. However, they are allowed to leave the foundation in place in case they want to 
install another wind turbine in the future. They also need to have proof of continuous liability 
insurance, indicating coverage for potential damages and injuries. They said this turbine would 
come with incentives like the Renewable Energy Cost Recovery Incentive Program enacted by 
Senate Bill 5101 which provides 12 to 54 cents per kilowatt hour depending on the project type 
and location. The savings would be capped at $5,000 per year, which runs through June of 2020. 
Clover thinks the 12 to 54 cent incentive doesn’t apply to Western Washington University 
because the solar team a few years back had looked into this, but it didn’t apply to them. Clover 
asked if the team has to do a wildlife assessment on the turbine. They said they only have to get 
an assessment if the turbine was 50 kilowatts or above. They said they are proposing a 2 kilowatt 
system instead of their original plan for a 3 kilowatt system because of the turbine weight. Selvey 
would want to make sure they would be able to fulfil the requirements of the Whatcom County 
ordinance. Clover wondered why they went with this company over the other ones they 
researched. They chose this company because the turbine quiet and comes in a smaller size. They 
thought it would be easier to have a vertical wind turbine so it would catch wind at any angel. 
Eckroth thought both presentations were great and answered all the previous questions he had. 
Selvey said her concern about the aesthetics of the wind turbines were answered, and the ones 
they chose almost look like an art piece. Clover would like them to get references from other 
people who have used the wind turbine they chose. Rusk thinks a renting crane will increase the 
cost of installing the wind turbine and thinks it would be more cost efficient to build the turbines 
on top of the building. Clover doesn’t think a kiosk would be a feasible educational competent for 
the wind turbine project because there is a kiosk in the Viking Union that is broken and wasn’t 
often used. Ellison said the wind turbine proposal is a highly visible project. Clover likes how the 
turbines are placed on the comers of the building rather than in the middle. 3 dittos. Selvey thinks 
these turbines would be an attractive addition to campus for incoming students. Ellison thinks 
that installing more than one turbine would be easier than putting more turbines up at different 
times.2 dittos.

V. Adjourn

THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED BY ACCLAMATION AT 3:35P.M.


