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Voter Empowerment Act of 2013 - Voter Registration Modernization Act of 2013 - Amends the National Voter
Registration Act of 1993 (NVRA) to require each state to make available official public websites for online voter

registration.

Authorizes automated voter registration of certain individuals and establishes other initiatives to promote voter

registration, such as same day registration and voter registration of individuals under 18 years of age.
Amends the federal criminal code to prohibit hindering, interfering with, or preventing voter registration.

Amends the Help America Vote Act of 2002 (HAVA) to establish requirements for states to promote access to voter

registration and voting for individuals with disabilities, including a single office for providing related information.


https://www.congress.gOv/bill/113th-congress/house-bill/12

Directs the Election Assistance Commission (EAC) to make grants to eligible states to conduct pilot programs
enabling individuals with disabilities to register to vote and vote privately and independently at their own

residences (including by telephone).

Amends HAVA to reauthorize the program of grants to state and local governments to assure voting access for

individuals with disabilities.

Amends the federal criminal code to prohibit state or local election officials from preventing an individual from
registering or voting in any federal election (voter caging), or from permitting a formal challenge understate law to
an individual's registration status or eligibility to vote, if the basis for such decision is evidence consisting of: (1) a
voter caging document or voter caging list, (2) an unverified match list, (3) an error or omission on voter application
or registration documents that is not material to an individual's eligibility to vote, or (4) any other evidence so

designated by the Commission.

Amends the federal criminal code to prohibit a person, including an election official, from knowingly and willfully
attempting to or depriving or defrauding the residents of a state of their free and fair exercise of the right to vote by
the communication of election-related information that is known by the person to be materially false, fictitious, or

fraudulent. Increases the penalty for voter intimidation.

Declares that the right of an individual U.S. citizen to vote in any federal election shall not be denied or abridged
because that individual has been convicted of a criminal offense unless he or she is serving a felony sentence in a

correctional institution at the time of the election. Prescribes enforcement of this right by public or private civil action.

Requires each state to notify in writing any individual convicted of a criminal offense under state law, upon release
from state custody or upon sentence to probation, that he or she has the right to vote in a federal election and so

may register to vote.

Voter Confidence and Increased Accessibility Act of 2013 - Amends HAVA to revise requirements for the audit

capacity of voting systems, particularly those for a permanent paper record.

Requires the voting system to require the use of an individual, durable, voter-verified paper ballot of the voter's vote
that shall be marked and made available for inspection by the voter before the voter's vote is cast and counted, and
which shall be counted by hand or read by an optical character recognition device or other counting device.
Requires the voting system to provide the voter with an opportunity to correct any system-made error in the

voter-verified paper ballot before it is permanently preserved.

Requires the Director of the National Science Foundation (NSF) to make grants to eligible entities to study, test, and
develop accessible ballot voting, verification, and casting mechanisms and devices and best practices to enhance
the accessibility of paper ballot voting and verification mechanisms for individuals with disabilities, for voters whose

primary language is not English, and for voters with difficulties in literacy.

Prescribes requirements for: (1 ) publication of poll tapes, (2) treatment of ballots cast at early voting sites and of

absentee ballots, and (3) the counting of provisional ballots that will be treated as votes.



Prescribes laboratory conflict-of-interest requirements and prohibitions.

Requires the NSF Director to make grants to eligible entities to conduct research on the development of

election-dedicated voting system software.
Requires each state, except when the winning candidate had no opponent or received 80% or more of the votes, to
administer audits of federal election results, without advance notice to the precincts selected, consisting of random

hand counts ofthe voter-verified paper ballots.

Requires the Election Auditor of a state, as soon as practicable after the completion of an audit, to submit the results

to EAC for publication.

Prohibits certification ofthe results of any election until completion of audits.

Amends HAVA to: (1) add requirements for counting provisional ballots, (2) require each state to allow early voting

and facilitate the ability of voters to vote by mail.

Amends the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act to extend the guarantee of voting residency to family members of

absent military personnel.

Amends the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act with respect to pre-election reports on

availability and transmission of absentee ballots.

Revises the 45-day absentee ballottransmission rule.

Permits use of a single absentee ballot application for subsequent elections.

Entitles to leave a federal employee who serves as a poll worker.

Directs the EAC to: (1 ) make a grant to each eligible state for poll-worker recruitment and training, and (2) develop

materials for a model state poll worker training program.

Amends HAVA to make available to any person aggrieved by a violation of uniform and nondiscriminatory election
technology and administration requirements the option to file a complaint with the Attorney General or pursue a

private right of action to enforce such requirements.

Amends the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971 to make it unlawful fora chief state election administration
official, unless he or she or a family member is a candidate, to take an active part in political management orina
political campaign for federal office over which such official has supervisory authority.

Amends NVRA to treat universities as voter registration agencies.

Amends HAVA to establish minimum notification requirements on behalf of voters affected by polling place

changes.



Directs the Attorney General to: (1 ) coordinate the establishment of a state-based response system for responding
to questions and complaints from individuals voting or seeking to vote, or registering to vote or seeking to, in federal
elections; (2) establish and operate a toll-free telephone service to connect directly to such response system; and

(3) appoint a Voter Hotline Task Force.

Makes requirements ofthe National Voter Registration Act of 1993 and HAVA applicable to the Commonwealth of

the Northern Mariana Islands.

Amends HAVA to: (1) reauthorize and extend the EAC, and (2) repeal its exemption from certain government

contracting requirements.
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End Racial Profiling Act of 2013 - Prohibits any law enforcement agent or agency from engaging in racial profiling.
Defines "racial profiling" to mean the practice of a law enforcement agent or agency relying, to any degree, on race,
ethnicity, national origin, gender, or religion in selecting which individual to subject to routine or spontaneous
investigatory activities, or in deciding upon the scope and substance of law enforcement activity following the initial
investigatory activity, except when there is trustworthy information relevantto the locality and timeframe that links a

person of a particular race, ethnicity, national origin, gender, or religion to an identified criminal incident or scheme.

Authorizes the United States oran individual injured by racial profiling to enforce this Act in a civil action for

declaratory or injunctive relief.

Requires: (1) federal law enforcement agencies to maintain adequate policies and procedures to eliminate racial
profiling and to cease existing practices that permit racial profiling; and (2) state or local governmental entities or
state, local, or tribal law enforcement agencies that apply for grants under the Edward Byrne Memorial Justice
Assistance Grant Program and the Cops on the Beat Program to certify that they maintain adequate policies and
procedures for eliminating racial profiling and have eliminated any existing practices that permit or encourage

racial profiling.

Requires the Attorney General to issue regulations to ensure that administrative complaint procedures and
independent audit programs provide an appropriate response to allegations of racial profiling by law enforcement

agents or agencies.

Authorizes the Attorney General to award grants and contracts for the collection of data relating to racial profiling
and for the development of best practices and systems to eliminate racial profiling. Requires: (1 ) the Attorney
General to issue regulations forthe collection and compilation of data on racial profiling, and (2) the Department of

Justice Bureau of Justice Statistics to analyze the data collected for any statistically significant disparities.

Requires the Attorney General to submit annual reports on racial profiling by law enforcement agencies.
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End Racial Profiling Act of 2013 - Prohibits any law enforcement agent or agency from engaging in racial profiling.

Grants the United States or an individual injured by racial profiling the rightto obtain declaratory or injunctive relief.

Requires federal law enforcement agencies to maintain adequate policies and procedures to eliminate racial

profiling and to cease existing practices that permit racial profiling.

Requires state or local governmental entities or state, local, or tribal law enforcement agencies that apply for grants
underthe Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant Program and the Cops on the Beat Program to certify
that they maintain adequate policies and procedures for eliminating racial profiling and have eliminated any

existing practices that permit or encourage racial profiling.

Authorizes the Attorney General to award grants and contracts for the collection of data relating to racial profiling
and for the development of best practices and systems to eliminate racial profiling. Requires the Attorney General to

issue regulations forthe collection and compilation of data on racial profiling and forthe implementation ofthis Act.
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Proprietary Education Oversight Coordination Improvement Act
Establishes the Proprietary Education Oversight Coordination Committee to:

« coordinate federal oversight of proprietary institutions of higher education (IHEs);

« coordinate federal activities to protect students from unfair, deceptive, abusive, unethical, fraudulent, or
predatory practices, policies, or procedures of proprietary IHEs;

« encourage information sharing among federal agencies regarding federal investigations, audits, or
inquiries of such IHEs;

« increase coordination and cooperation between federal and state agencies to improve oversight and
accountability of proprietary IHEs; and

« develop best practices and consistency among federal and state agencies in the dissemination of

consumer information regarding such IHEs.

Requires the Committee to: (1 ) meet at least once each quarter of each fiscal year; and (2) meet at least once each
fiscal year, and otherwise interact regularly, with state attorneys general, state approval agencies, veterans service

organizations, and consumer advocates.

Directs the Committee to submit, and make publicly available, an annual report to Congress that includes: (1)
recommendations for legislative and administrative actions the Committees deems necessary to improve the
enforcement of applicable federal laws, increase the accountability of proprietary IHEs to students and taxpayers,
and ensure the promotion of quality education programs; and (2) specified financial and consumer information

regarding such IHEs.

Requires the Committee, each academic year, to publish the For-Profit College Warning List for Parents and

Students, which is to be comprised of proprietary IHEs:

« that have engaged in illegal activity during the previous academic year as determined by a federal or state
court;
« that have entered into a settlement resulting in a monetary payment;

« that have had any higher education program withdrawn or suspended; or



« for which the Committee has sufficient evidence of widespread or systemic unfair, deceptive, abusive,
unethical, fraudulent, or predatory practices, policies, or procedures that threaten the academic success,

financial security, or general best interest of students.
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Financial Aid Simplification and Transparency Act of 2015

Amends title IV (Student Assistance) ofthe Higher Education Act of 1965 to require the Secretary of Education to
make a free application available for individuals to use in applying for a Federal Pell Grantor a loan under this Act's
One Loan program. Requires specified identifying information and, in the case of Pell Grant applicants, income and

family size information to be included in the application.

Requires the Secretary to provide an applicant under the One Loan program specified information regarding the

terms ofthe loan, including the anticipated monthly payment.

Makes a student automatically eligible fora Pell Grant if the student or the student's family received benefits under a

means-tested federal benefit program at some time during the previous 24 months.

Lists, for award year 2015, the Pell Grant awards available to students based on their income and family size.
Adjusts those amounts each subsequent award year by the percentage by which the maximum Pell Grant for such

award year exceeds or falls below the maximum Pell Grant for award year 2015.

Allows students who complete the coursework equivalent to one academic year before the end of a Pell Grant
award year to receive all, or a portion of, the Pell Grant they would otherwise be eligible for in the following award

yearto covertheir enroliment in additional courses during the current award year.

Allows students who have not completed the coursework equivalentto one academic year before the end of a Pell
Grant award yearto receive up to two Pell Grants during an award yearto complete the coursework required for
them to receive a certificate or degree on time. Limits the total amount ofthe Pell Grants awarded to such students

forthe award yearto 150% ofthe maximum Pell Grant for such award year.



Terminates the William D. Ford Federal Direct Loan program on the June 30 following this Act's enactment.

Establishes the One Loan program. Makes loans under such program available to undergraduate students, parents
of such students, and graduate or professional students on the same terms as Direct Loans were made available to

such individuals, unless otherwise specified in this Act.

Sets annual and aggregate limits on the amounts undergraduate and graduate or professional students may

borrow.

Authorizes institutions of higher education (IHEs)to limit the annual amountthat students enrolled in an identified
program of study at the IHE may borrow if: (1 ) the IHE can show that student debt levels are excessive, and (2) the
prorating or limiting of loan amounts are applied in the same mannerta all students enrolled in the IHE or program

of study.

Gives One Loan program borrowers the option of choosing either a 10-year repayment plan or an income-based

repayment plan.
Directs the Secretary to develop and implement a plan to disseminate title IV financial aid eligibility information to

local educational agencies and middle and secondary schools that serve students at least 25% of whom are

eligible forfree or reduced price school lunches underthe school lunch program.

Summary: S.85 — 114th Congress
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Repay Act of 2015

Amends title IV (Student Assistance) ofthe Higher Education Act of 1965 to direct the Secretary of Education to
carry out a simplified income-driven repayment program for students who become new borrowers of Wiliam D.

Ford Federal Direct Loans (DLs) on or after July 1, 2015.
Sets a student's annual repayment obligation underthe program at:

. 10% ofthe borrower's discretionary income (gross income that exceeds 150% ofthe federal poverty level)
that is less than $25,000, adjusted for inflation; plus
. 15% ofthe borrower's discretionary income that is equal to or greater than $25,000, adjusted for inflation.



Directs the Secretary to cancel the outstanding balance on a DL underthe repayment program if the borrower:

« for 20 years made monthly payments underthe program or was in deferment due to economic hardship
and had a DL principal balance at the outset ofthe repayment period that did not exceed a specified
amount; or

« for 25 years made monthly payments underthe program or was in deferment due to economic hardship

and had a DL principal balance at the outset ofthe repayment period that exceeded a specified amount.

Requires the Secretary to offer borrowers of DLs made on or after July 1, 2015, the following repayment plans: (1) a
fixed repayment plan (currently referred to as a standard repayment plan), or (2) a simplified income-driven
repayment plan, but this plan is only available to student borrowers. Authorizes the Secretary to provide an
alternative repayment plan to a borrower of a DL made on or after July 1, 2015, if the borrower demonstrates that

these repayment options do not accommodate the borrower's exceptional circumstances.
Continues to allow borrowers of DLs to accelerate, without penalty, their repayment of such loans.

Makes public service employees who make 120 monthly payments on their DL under a simplified income-driven

repayment plan eligible forthe public service employee loan forgiveness program.

Amends the Internal Revenue Code to exclude from gross income debtthe Secretary discharges on a borrower's

subsidized Federal Family Education Loan (FFEL) or DL due to the borrower's death or disability.

Directs the Secretary to require servicers of FFELs and DLs to: (1 ) provide borrowers with information regarding

theirloan repayment options, and (2)offerto enroll borrowers in alternative plans for which they are eligible.
Requires the Comptroller General (GAO) to: (1) study the feasibility of simplifying the process for enrolling in, and

verifying annual eligibility for, this Act's simplified income-driven repayment program; and (2) provide

recommendations forthe efficient administration of income-based repayment programs.

Summary: H.R.242 — 114th Congress
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Affordability for Constant and Continual Education to Enhance Student Success Act or the All-Year ACCESS
Act



Directs the Secretary of Education to award an additional Pell Grant to an eligible student who: (1) has received a
Pell Grant for an award year, and (2) is enrolled in a program of study for one or more additional payment periods

during the same award yearthatare not otherwise covered by the Pell Grant.

Requires such a student to be enrolled on at least a half-time basis for a period of more thanone academic year, or

more than the equivalent of two semesters, during a single award year.

Limits the total amount ofthe Pell Grants awarded to such student forthe award yearto 150% ofthe maximum Pell

Grant for such award year.



