
Western Washington University Associated Students 
Activities Council

Meeting Minutes for Monday, March 9th, 2015 
Present: Giselle Alcantar Soto (VP for Activities), Ashlyn 
Doltar (AS Club Coordinator), Kaleb Ode (Assistant Business 

Director), Mason Thaut (Club Representative), Бшша Palumbo 
(Student At Large), Ashley Weyers (Student at Large) Alejandro 
Ibanez (Student at Large)
Advisor(s): Casey Hayden (Coordinator of Student Activities), Alex 
Levallee (AS Club Support)
Secretary: Riley Fraser (Board Assistant for Club Committees)
Guests: Kendall Lawley (NAMI on Campus WWU), Bailey Carrell 
(WWUSPE), Andrew Barta (MISA), Michaela Trulson, Dawson Allan 
(WWU Wakeboarding Club), Emily Krieger (Students for Renewable 
Energy), Erin Aldag (FIMRC WWU) Dorrai O’Leary, Trevor Bloom 
(WWU Students for Fire Ecology), Maureen Sturgeon, Kelsey Jeneell 
(Western Association of Mathematics.)

Motions
AC-15-W-17 - Addition of Bookstore Donation request from Modern and 
Classical Languages Spanish Department as Item A.
AC-15-W-18 - Approval of the minutes from the meeting of 2-23-15. 
AC-15-W-19 - Recognition of NAMI on Campus WWU as an official AS Club 
under the “Service” category.
AC-15-W-20 - Recognition of Western’s Association of Mathematics as an 
official AS Club under the “Academic/Departmental” category.
AC-15-W-21 - Recognition of Western Washington Students for Fire 
Ecology as an official AS Club under the “Environmental” category. 
AC-15-W-22 - Approval of a $1350 underwrite from 
Grants/Loans/Underwrites to MISA.
AC-15-W-23 - Approval of $2700 in the form of a grant from Club 
Conference Funding to WWU Wakeboarding Club.
AC-15-W-24 - Approval of a $160 grant from Grants/Loans/Underwrites 
to FIMRC.
AC-15-W-25 - Approval of a $300 grant for WWUSPE from 
Grants / Loans /Underwrites.
AC-15-W-26 - Approval of $50 in bookstore donation funds to the 
Modern and Classical Languages Spanish Department



AC-15-W-27 - Approval of $75 in bookstore donation funds for FIMRC 
AC-15-W-28 - Approval of $200 in bookstore donation funds for Hui Ό 
Hawaii.

Giselle Alcantar Soto, VP of Activities, Called the meeting to order at 5:02 pm on 
March 9th, 2015.

I. Revisions to the Agenda

Alcantar Soto said that Socialist Alternatives’ Action Item has been 
canceled, because they will not be having the event.

Motion AC-15-W-17 by Doltar
Addition of Bookstore Donation request from Modern and Classical Languages 
Spanish Department as Item A.
Second: Ibanez Vote: 5-0-1 Action: Passed

II. Approval of the Minutes
The council mistakenly approved minutes that had not been finalized or 
sent out last week. This week the minutes will be appropriately approved.

Motion AC-15-W-18 by Thaut
Approval of the minutes from the meeting of 2-23-15.
Second: Doltar Vote: 6-0-0 Action: Passed

III. Business Director’s Report

Original
Balance

Funds Used Current
Balance

Percent of 
original left

Grants/Loans
/Underwrites
(FXXGRN)

$33,000 $19,314 $13,686 41%

Club
Conference
Funding
(FXXCLC)

$10,000 $5,360 $4,640 46.4%

Academic
Conference
Funding
(FXXACC)

$4,000 $3,220 $780 19.5%



Book Store $3,500 $2,935 $565 16.25%
Donation
Request

IV. Club Recognition
A. NAMI on Campus WWU
Kendall Lawley said that the National Alliance on Mental Illness is the 
largest grass roots organization on mental health in the nation. Lawley 
and the other founding member not present are both volunteers for the 
NAMI branch that is active in Bellingham, and they would like to form a 
club on campus to provide information, resources, and guidance to 
students to help them research or cope with mental illnesses. Many 
students have already shown interest, and Dr. Palmer has already agreed 
to be the advisor for the club. Ode asked if the club has adopted the 
People First language process of, when referring to those with disabilities, 
to put the person before the affliction; for example, saying “person with 
bi-polar disorder” instead of “bi-polar person.” Lawley said that that she 
isn’t entirely sure where NAMI stands on that particular issue, but the 
club would closely follow the guidelines of appropriate language set by the 
parent organization, and anything not expressly stated in the rules will 
still be considered to ensure comfort and respect. As a follow-up, Ode 
asked if being held to organization rules on what they can say or do 
would limit the clubs’ ability to perform at all. Lawley said she doesn’t 
foresee that issue, as the club will largely act as a resource for students in 
need. Alcantar Soto asked about the nature of the relationship between 
the club and the parent organization. Kendall said there are no fees 
required to join, and they would have access to the organizations’ 
resources and volunteers. The only request of the parent organization is 
that the club operate within the policy guidelines. Ode asked about the 
club leadership and if steps have been taken to ensure the clubs’ 
longevity after its founders have graduated. Lawley said that she and the 
president are Juniors, and the interest group for members of the club 
covers all ages of students, so there would be plenty of people available to 
fill positions of leadership. Alcantar Soto asked if the club was planning 
any events. Kendall said the club was planning on aligning with NAMI 
Whatcom to help run the Stigma Fair, an event meant to address certain 
stigmas associated with mental illness. There are also plans to host a No- 
Stress Zone during Dead Week and Finals Week, and plans for a 
collaboration with BRAVE, the campus suicide prevention program.



Motion AC-15-W-19 by Ode
Recognition of NAMI on Campus WWU as an official AS Club under the 
“Service” category.
Second: Thaut Vote: 7-0-0 Action: Passed

B. Western’s Association of Mathematics
Maureen Sturgeon and Kelsey Jeneell said that the Math Department 
doesn’t currently have a club; the Association of Mathematics would be 
that club, and would strive to create a supportive academic community 
for those in the Math Department, as well as a fun community building 
forum for those in the major. Alcantar Soto asked about the student 
interest shown so far. Maureen said that a majority of the Math tutors are 
interested, as well as their fellow math majors. In order to advertise the 
club to other interested students, a Facebook group has been made for 
the club and its members, and Department heads have been sending out 
emails advertising the club.

Motion AC-15-W-20 by Weyers
Recognition of Western’s Association of Mathematics as an official AS 
Club under the “Academic/Departmental” category.
Second: Ode Vote: 7-0-0 Action: Passed

C. Western Washington Students for Fire Ecology 
Trevor Bloom and Donnal O’Leary said that as budding fire scientists, 
they would like to create a club where students could connect with 
professionals in the field of fire ecology. There are already 25 interested 
members Ode asked if the club was under the jurisdiction of the Greater 
Association of Fire Ecology. Trevor said no, but the individual club 
members could choose to align with them. Thaut was curious about how 
a fire ecology conference would proceed. O’Leary said that it would have 
individuals from across the nation sharing research related to fire ecology, 
such as how to reduce firefighter fatalities, fires’ interaction with alpine 
vegetation, and so on, as well as a large amount of professional 
networking. Thaut asked about the split between graduate and 
undergraduate students in the club. Bloom said that there are two 
graduate students right now.

Motion AC-15-W-21 by Thaut



Recognition of Western Washington Students for Fire Ecology as an 
official AS Club under the “Environmental” category.
Second: Lavellee Vote: 7-0-0 Action: Passed

Action Items
A. MISA - $1350
Andrew Barta reiterated that the funds would go towards catering for 
the WISC event. The Western Information Systems Connection is a 
three-hour event that celebrates the Management Information Systems 
and allows students within this particular major to meet with business 
professionals and connect with the industry. The event will be April 
22nd, and it has been very successful in the past three years it has been 
held. Since last week’s meeting, they have had contact with two 
Western alumni interested in helping fund the event, and the Seattle 
information Management group donated $1000. Alcantar Soto asked 
about attendance expectancy. Barta said it was around 70-80 students, 
as well as 45 speakers, which is a good turnout considering there are 
120 students involved in the major. Barta is expecting about the same 
amount this year. Tickets will be $10 if ordered ahead of time, and $15 
if ordered the week before the event.

Motion AC-15-W-22 by Doltar
Approval of a $1350 underwrite from Grants/Loans/Underwrites to 
MISA.
Second: Ibanez Vote: 6-0-1 Action: Passed

B. WWU Wakeboarding Club - $4783
Mikaela Trulson said that the club is requesting funds for when the 
club heads to Las Vegas for Nationals. The club was just formed in the 
fall and they do not have a budget yet, which is why they are requesting 
so much. Dawson Allan said that the club has been very successful in 
the short time it has been formed. The club is ever-expanding, and the 
leaders of the club all want to see the clubs’ continued success. 
Performing at Nationals would bring a lot of attention on Western in the 
media, and would provide the club with beneficial experience. The 
amount requested would go towards hotel fees, travel expenses, and an 
awards banquet. Because they cannot be officially recognized as a team 
sport until the official meeting in May, they won’t be able to request



funds from Club Sports, only AS sports; therefore, they do not foresee 
coming to the Activities Council with any further requests once they 
have been officially recognized. Doltar said that the homework given to 
the club last meeting was figuring out the highest amount members 
would be willing or able to pay out of pocket for. Trulson said that it 
would be asking a lot from the members, but they are very dedicated to 
the sport. That being said, they are college students on limited budgets, 
and have already paid quite a bit to the club, so she would like the 
amount to be as low as possible. Alcantar Soto asked about whether or 
not it’s necessary to fund the event for the team Alternates, who likely 
wouldn’t be competing. Trulson said that they are still team members, 
and they would still be networking and practicing for the clubs’ 
continued benefit. Thaut suggested somewhere between $2700 and 
$3000, because if the club doesn’t intend to request this amount of 
funds, if any, from Activities Council ever again, he would like to 
support them as much as possible on this particular event, and $3000 
seems like the highest reasonable amount. Alcantar Soto said she’s be 
comfortable with $2500, it being the highest amount the Council would 
have granted this year. Thaut said he could also accept a middle 
ground of $2700.

Doltar left the meeting at 5:58 pm

Motion AC-15-W-23 by Ibanez
Approval of $2700 in the form of a grant from Club Conference Funding 
to WWU Wakeboarding Club.
Second: Vote: 6-0-0 Action: Passed

C. Foundation for International Medical Relief of Children - $160 
Erin Alday said the Foundation will be putting on an event called Trivia 
Wack on April 9th, in order to promote awareness of the club and raise 
money for the foundation the club is associated with. During the trivia, 
there will be a raffle and a bake sale, where proceeds will also go to the 
foundation. The amount being requested will go towards set-up and 
takedown of the event in VU 565, as well as advertisements. This will 
be the clubs’ first event. Alcantar Soto asked about publicity for the 
event. Alday said they have already contacted and the Publicity Center

Motion AC-15-W-24 by Weyers
Approval of a $160 grant from Grants/Loans/Underwrites to FIMRC.



Second: Ibanez Vote: 6-0-0 Action: Passed

D. WWUSPE - $300
Bailey Carrell said that the club was planning on going to the National 
Conference, but all their current members currently cannot make it to 
nationals. To replace this event, they will be taking a trip down to 
Portland to tour the Portland Art Gallery, on a weekend when all 
members are available. The requested funds will go towards van rentals 
to get 8 members to Portland. All other costs will be paid by club 
funding or out-of-pocket funding. Ode asked if there were any other 
enriching opportunities for the club to take part in while in Portland. 
Carrell said that visiting the Gallery is the main goal, but they will do 
some exploring of Portland as well.

Motion AC-15-W-25 by Ibanez 
Approval of a $300 grant for WWUSPE from 
Grants / Loans /Underwrites.
Second: Thaut Vote: 6-0-0 Action: Passed

Information Items 
A. Students For Renewable Energy - $700
Emily Krieger said that the Students for Renewable Energy will be 
hosting their annual Green Tie Gala event, which is a banquet for all 
the environmental clubs. This event is meant to spread awareness 
about the actions of the environmental clubs operating on the Western 
campus, and inspire productivity and collaboration between them, as 
well as an opportunity to involve new students in these clubs. The 
theme this year is “Marine Conservation.” The funds would go towards 
the cost of food/dessert for all attendees, speaker costs, room rental, 
and decorations. There are a few potential speakers lined up for the 
event. Ode said that the Gala was very well-received last year, but 
expressed concern about the process of choosing the speakers. Krieger 
said the method of choosing a speaker is entirely up to the club 
members, or those who attend the club an engage in the discussion.

This Information Item will be voted upon next meeting as an Action 
item.



VII. Bookstore Donation Request
A. Modern and Classical Languages Spanish Department - $50

Alcantar Soto said the department is requesting $50 for a gift card to 
use as an incentive to complete an online survey regarding the hiring of 
a professor as a Heritage specialist.

Motion AC-15-W-26 by Ibanez
Approval of $50 in bookstore donation funds to the Modern and 
Classical Languages Spanish Department 
Second: Thaut Vote: 5-0-1 Action: Passed

Ibanez left the meeting at 6:28

B. Foundation for International Medical Relief of Children - $75-100 
The FIMRC is requesting funds for the raffle at their Trivia Wack event.

Motion AC-15-W-27 by Alcantar Soto
Approval of $75 in bookstore donation funds for FIMRC
Second: LaVallee Vote: 5-0-0 Action: Passed

C. Hui ‘о Hawaii - $200
НОН is requesting funds for their Luau Heritage Dinner.

Motion AC-15-W-28 by Le Vallee
Approval of $200 in bookstore donation funds for Hui Ό Hawaii. 
Second: Weyers Vote: 5-0-0 Action: Passed

VIII. Other Business

Meetings will begin at 6 pm next quarter due to scheduling conflicts with 
certain members of the Council.

Alcantar Soto adjourned the meeting at 6:35 pm.


