
Rubric I for Meredith College's Environmental Sustainability Initiative (ESI) Faculty Development 
Opportunities, Undergraduate Research, and the Research Mentoring Program for NCSSM Students

We define sustainability at Meredith College as the balance between environmental conservation, social justice and 

economic consideration. Although all pillars of sustainability are equally important in sustainability studies and research 

in general, the Environmental Sustainability Initiative (ESI) has a larger emphasis on the environmental pillar than the 

other two. In addition, economic sustainability can be viewed to exist within social sustainability and social 

sustainability within environmental sustainability (Barbier 1987; Figure 1). Society and products of our economy depend 

upon and come from the environment. We therefore give more weight to those research projects which address or 

focus on environmental conservation.

For a better understanding of each sustainability pillar and their connections to each other, we encourage you to review 

Barbier (1987), Brown et al. (1987), and Goodland (1995). Attached is Figure 1 from Goodland (1995) which may help 

both the writer and reviewer of proposals to the ESI at Meredith College utilize the below rubric in context of the 

proposed project.

Pillars of 
Sustainability

Strong to Exemplary Adequate Absent

Score 4 2 0
Environmental Focuses on environmental 

conservation
Addresses environmental 
conservation

Does not address environmental 
conservation

Score 2 1 0
Social Focuses on social justice, 

and/or sustainable 
behaviors

Addresses social justice 
and/or sustainable 
behaviors

Does not address social justice 
and/or sustainable behaviors

Economic Focuses on economic 
viability

Addresses economic 
viability

Does not address economic 
viability

Connects two pillars together effectively......................... Add 1 point
Connects three pillars together effectively....................... Add 2 points

Add up three scores in pillars plus additional points for a total sustainability-relatedness score:
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Figure 1. The economy and 
society are constrained by the 
limits of the environment (Barbier 
1987).
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