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Western Washington University Associated Students

AS Structural Review Committee
Friday, March 31, 2017 9:00 AM YU 567

Present: Bryce Hammer (AS VP for Governmental Affairs), Hannah Van Amen 
(Student at Large), Bill Martin (Student at Large), Griffin Crisp (Studentai 
Large), and Emma J Opsal (AS Assessment Coordinator).

Absent: Aleyda Cervantes (AS VP for Diversity)
Lisa Rosenberg (Assistant Director for Student Activities); Eric Alexander 
(Associate Dean of Students and director of the Viking Union); Casey 
Hayden (coordinator of Student Activities)
Cora Cole (Board Assistant for Representation Committees)
Stephanie Cheng (AS President) in place of Mary Moeller.

Approval of minutes from February 23 and March 2. Passed.

Bryce Hammer called the meeting to order at 9:09 AM.

I. APPROVAL OF MINUETS

MOTION: SRC-17-S-1 by Opsal
Approval of the minutes from February 23 and March 2.
Second: Bill Vote: 5-0-0 Action: Passes

II. DISCUSSION ITEMS
a. Feedback from Training: There were two respondents to the survey sent out 

earlier in the week so the discussion was brief. People at training wanted to 
know if there were going to be more advisors with increasing size.

b. Referendum: Bryce pulled up the referendum draft on the overhead as well as 
the constitution draft. “Shall the AS of WW adopt a new government structure, 
detailed in the ASWWU Constitution, under the following conditions?” Then 
the conditions we had decided on last year were detailed. The new structure is 
implemented by the end of September 2018, permanent bylaws for the detailed 
branches are submitted to students for approval by 2019 spring, the structure is 
reviewed by spring 2022 the constitution would supersede previous ASWWU 
governing documents, upon student approval, the WWU Board of Trustees 
ratify the new constitution. Eric and Lisa both suggested that there be the 
current bylaws and constitution attached via link for student use.



There constitution still has the question of which students vote. Lisa said that 
the current bylaws have the main-campus students as voters, Eric said that you 
could see on the S and A fee if students paid fees. He added that Extended 
Education students might be looking for certification but aren’t in any college 
which means they can’t elect a senator. Casey said that he had reached out to 
the registrar’s office about a similar referendum and he had been sent to the S 
and A fee website and told that who votes in elections is mostly those who pay 
fees. Eric said that this is something we should look into more, Bryce asked 
what people’s thoughts were on endorsing either degree seeking students or just 
those who are attending classes. The secretary said that taking classes means 
someone is invested in campus wellbeing, and they should be able to vote. 
Casey and Eric talked about the possibility of staff voting in elections because 
they can take classes. Additionally, international students are currently allowed 
to vote but for a while they were not. Bryce said that the language should 
include any campus and be matriculated (or degree seeking) students. Bill asked 
which students are enrolled but not fee paying, Bryce said that satellite campus 
students don’t pay and we don’t always represent them well. Eric added that it 
could be a financial aid. Bryce added that there are classes with fees which 
means that people who are only taking classes at the Ree center. Bryce asked 
what the pros and cons of including students off campus, Stephanie said a pro 
was representation, AS Board accesses the Board of Trustees which controls 
branch campuses as well and they deserve to have a vote in the issues that affect 
them. Casey said we don’t have any branch campuses, the Marine Science 
center at Shannon point is part of the main campus and the other Western 
branches, are partial programs, hosted at other schools, not true campuses. 
Hannah asked if there have been people who are looking for more 
representation, Bryce said that interest would be low but they would probably 
benefit from more attention and like, interest is low on the main campus too. 
Other schools have branch campuses with their own AS but we might not be 
big enough for that. Our branches are hosted at other places, normally 
community colleges through extended education programs, but Eric hasn’t 
been there. He said there should be more research on that coming up.
Lisa then brought up the concern that there will be an election with the new 
constitution without the bylaws. Casey said that there will be check andbalance 
for the creation process but there is still a concern about the gap year, and just 
put the VP titles in the constitution, then the Senate will be approved by the 
executive and the executive will be approved by the Senate. The bylaws will 
include the day to day operation and Bryce said that it doesn’t need approval 
from the entire school because it’s going to be pretty in the weeds, if a program 
or council is going to be eliminated that’s another issue. Adoption/amendment 
of bylaws will require majority vote from all 3 branches. Bryce and Lisa decided 
to change the wording to make it clear that there would be three separate 
bylaws which would be approved in this manner. They then went on to discuss 
the language and whether or not to list the VPs. It came out that the deadline 
for passing referendums through the board is the day before the next board 
meetings, which puts Bryce up a creek. Bryce added that if the Senate and



programing Council have to go through this struggle every time they want to 
change their make-up, maybe it’s only fair if the Board does to. They all agreed 
and listed the VPs in alphabetical order, VP for Diversity, VP for Governmental 
affairs, VP for Student Services, and VP for Sustainability.
Eric then changed the language to “student staff’ instead of “students and 
staff.” He went on to talk about the AS Charter, where the Student Governance 
is defined, and it isn’t as clearly defined in the new constitution, he asked if we 
should integrate that.
At 10:03 Eric Alexander left for a meeting, as did Stephanie Cheng.
Having lost quorum Bryce Hammer adjourned the meeting at 10:06


