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Members:
Present: Annie Gordon (ASVPfor Student Life), Alex LaVallee (ASVPfor Business and 
Operations), Greg McBride (Assistant Director of Viking Union Facilities), Katie Winkelman 
(Environmental & Sustainability Programs Director), Johnathan Riopelle (AS Sustainable Action 
Fund Grant Program Coordinator), Kate Rayner Fried (AS Sustainable Action Fund Education 
Coordinator), Jasmine Goodnow (Faculty Representative), Jordan Lucia (Student at Large),
Crow Chloupek (Student at Large), Scott Dorough (Rep from Business and Financial Affairs) and 
Pauline Mogilevsky (Student at Large).
Absent:
Advisor: Greg McBride 
Secretary: Chloe Callahan
Guests: Jessica Loveland, Abby Severns, Risa Askerooth, and Gwen Lamed 

Motions:

Annie Gordon called the meeting to order at 4:05 PM.

I. Introductions
Gordon asked the committee to go around and introduce themselves.

II. Information Items
a. In Dorm Composting conceptual application

Askerooth stated their team wanted to incorporate compost bins into the residence 
halls waste program, residents would be responsible for taking out their compost. 
She mentions dorms already had FoodPlus! Bins, located near the dumpsters, and 
the residents would obtain the biodegradable liners at front desks. The team wanted 
the compost bins to be added to the move in/out check list, to monitor damaged or 
unclean bins. Loveland stated their program could divert 30% of waste from 
landfills and help students fulfill the SAF mission and participate in sustainable 
practices. Severns said the team planned to educate students during Summer Start, 
work with the Residents Advisors to include education in the move in speech, and 
encourage Sustainability Reps and mentors to put on educational programs and 
events. She said they also want to place a sticker on the compost bin to remind 
students on what can be composted. Loveland said they were looking at a few 
different compost buckets. Orbis Corporation, these compost bins were more 
expensive, but were customizable, had odor cancellation features and a five-year 
warranty. CaryCompany and Uline, both provided standard paint buckets with a 
lid and were cheaper than the other option. Askerooth said to ensure long-term 
success they would do routine outreach and waste audits to determine how they 
would troubleshoot issues. She said the stakeholders included were the Office of



Sustainability, Facilities Management and University Residence. Loveland said the 
team’s hurdles were: firstly, not all residence halls had FoodPlus! Bins, so more bins 
would need to be purchased. Secondly, there might be lack of student use of the 
compost buckets, the team surveyed students to understand the interest and 
likelihood of student use. Thirdly, potential contamination of the compost stream, 
the team would monitor potential contamination with frequent waste audits and 
tailored education. Lastly, dirty or damaged waste buckets, which would be 
prevented by adding a fine to the move out check list. Dorough asked if other 
institutions had tried a program like this before. Severns said the team had contacted 
many universities Berkley, Harvard and specifically Appalachian. Loveland said 
they also looked into Harvard, Portland State, University of Massachusetts Amherst 
and more. Dorough asked how they would go about measuring the program and its 
success. Loveland said they would collect data on pounds of food waste collected 
compared to other landfill waste. She said that in 2009 Zero Waste Western found 
that about 30% of Westerns waste is organic, so that was how much the university 
could divert. Loveland said the program could benchmark against this percentage. 
She mentioned they planned to send out student surveys to get quantitative data as 
well. Dorough asked if the team had done any calculations on the cost of the 
program. Askerooth said they received a figure from Zero Waste Western about the 
amount of money per pound of compost compared to landfill waste. She said they 
didn’t foresee it being an increase in costs. Larned stated the cost was about $0.20 
cheaper per gallon of compost in comparison with landfill. Dorough asked if the 
team had talked with University Residence. Askerooth said they planned to meet 
with Dave Ruble from Facilities Management, but had not yet reached out to 
anyone in University Residences. Goodnow asked if the 30% organic waste number 
was just the residence halls. Lamed said the data was split between residence halls 
and academic buildings, but the data for residence halls showed 30-50% of the waste 
in the landfill was organic waste. She stated that the percentage was higher in 
residence halls than academic buildings. Gordon stated there were a lot of students 
in the residence halls that cooked in the community kitchens. Dorough asked what 
their proposed budget was. Loveland said $27,000-30,000, and the range was due 
to the different bucket models. Chloupek asked if the team could not acquire the 
more expensive buckets with the odor cancellation, was there other methods to 
preventing odor. Severns said the only other method would be to encourage the use 
of the lids. Askerooth said a complaint received in the pilot programs was the ability 
to open and close the lids,

b. Sustainability, Period Event conceptual application
Larned introduced their event that would be held in the following February, the 
expected attendance was 200 people, they had an estimate of 80 students the 
previous year. The event would include three presentations on traditional menstmal 
products, how to relate to one’s period in healthy way, the social justice issues 
surrounding menstruation. The event would also include educational activities after 
the presentations. The team planned to bring in companies and other clubs that were 
related to the topic, to table at the event and provide educational materials. She 
mentioned how they planned to provide order forms for attendees to request a 
reusable menstmal product of their choice. They also plan to giveaway organic,



tampons and pads and free sustainable condoms. She said in total they were 
requesting $9,000, a majority of that budget would go toward purchasing the 
reusable menstrual products because they range $30-60 per item. The total cost 
would be dependent on the number of attendees that fill out an order form but want 
to be able to provide for up to 200 students. The purpose of this event was to 
empower people to make the best choices for their bodies and breaking down 
barriers to accessing sustainable alternatives, especially costs barriers. The hope was 
by giving students the opportunity to get a reusable menstrual product it would 
encourage future sustainable practices. She said another purpose was to encourage 
companies that promote periods in a sustainable and healthy way. Tarned 
mentioned how the event aligned with the SAF mission stating the students will be 
learning about sustainable menstrual products and the posters were designed to be 
educational as well. The reusable products can help reduce the amount of resources 
needed to fund menstrual products and reduce the waste sent to landfills. She said 
the most relevant would be improving social justice as well as social equity on 
campus, showing student support that go through menstrual cycles. She believed 
the touched on all four aspects of sustainability. Tarned stated that all attendees 
would learn how their menstrual cycle impacts the environment. The hope was to 
also start a larger conversation about sustainability. Chloupek asked how the event 
would be inclusive for transmen and non-binary people that experience a menstrual 
cycle. Tarned said they would like to provide products that are comfortable for all 
to use. She said the focus would talking about it as menstrual hygiene, not female 
hygiene. She also mentioned they would be conscious of their advertising and how 
they can be more inclusive and gender neutral. Tucia asked what would be done 
differently from the previous year to jump from 80 to 200 people in attendance. 
Tarned said the 200 number was to put a cap on the number of products they could 
buy. She said they felt the option to pick a product that would best work for that 
individual would draw more attendees because the year before it was only a raffle, 
not an order form. The team also planned to improve their advertising and work in 
collaboration with other offices and companies, she felt collaboration would also 
strengthen the event. Goodnow wondered if they asked the companies for any 
donation or contributions. Tarned said they asked the companies for sample 
products for display and educational, as well as and materials they would like to 
donate. She said the team budgeted for buying sample products in case the company 
did not provide one, so individuals could see the product.
Big Belly conceptual application
Tarned said the Western campus at the time had 4 Big Belly sorting stations in Red 
Square (purchased through the SORTS grant), 33 landfill bins, and 18 recycle bins. 
She stated the intention was to input 5 more Big Belly stations along the main 
pathway of campus, so that anyone that came on campus would pass one of them. 
The Big Belly stations would replace a total of 51 standalone recycling and waste 
bins on campus, making the Big Belly stations standard on campus. The new bins 
would come with the same set up and signage as those in Red Square. She said all 
the bins had solar panels on the top which informs the recycle center and grounds 
crew when the bins were full. This reduced labor costs and reduced emissions from 
vehicles transporting waste. She estimated the total cost would be about $70,000



including all 5 Big Belly sorting station, outreach and advertising. She stated the 
application aligned with the Sustainable Action Fund because it educates students 
on their waste management. She mentioned the pilot done in Red Square with 4 
Big Belly stations reduced the divergent rate by 75%. The Big Belly bins opens 
student’s minds to new ideas about waste and sustainability. She stated establishing 
Big Belly stations as a campus standard was a goal within the Sustainability Action 
Plan and there was an Environmental Health and Safety policy that states Western 
was committed to an effective recycling and composting program and the Big 
Bellies were the most innovative thing that could be done for Western’s waste. She 
stated if Western really wanted to achieve zero waste this was the best option. Lucia 
asked if there was any reason to assume the divergent rate would be as impactful as 
the first pilot. Larned stated they expected it to be the same because most of the bins 
on campus were landfill bins and with the Big Belly bins students would have more 
composting and recycling options. She believed with additional education, that 
divergent rate could be a lot higher. Big Belly bins would show that Western takes 
zero waste seriously. Goodnow stated University of Georgia saved a lot of money 
when they implemented Big Belly bins, she asked if Western had saved a lot of 
money when they implemented their initial pilot. Lamed said our waste and 
recycling fleet did not have to travel as far as University of Georgia and Western 
would not be replacing as many bins so the impact on costs would not as noticeable. 
Gordon asked if the university should be the one to fund this effort because they 
have made the claims about having a zero waste goal. Lamed said that the grounds 
crew would not have the funding any time soon, but in a few years the upfront costs 
would be paid off through reduced labor costs. Larned said this impacts every 
student on campus. Although it’s a goal in the Sustainable Action Plan, it was not 
the top goal for anyone and it would be a lot slower to do it through the university. 
She said by the time the Big Belly bins were implemented through the university the 
campus could have diverted thousands of pounds out of the landfill. Winkelman 
said the committee had already provided the funds for the pilot program and it 
might be time for the team to go the longer route with the university. Goodnow 
stated if they were put in place waste and facilities management would have to take 
care of the rest of the costs. Larned said that waste management outdoors was split 
between grounds and the recycling center. She said a uniformed system is key to the 
success of this program and it would be harder for the two groups to come to a 
consensus without the initial purchase of all the bins. Lucia asked if she could 
explain why the Big Belly bins were placed where they were, especially the most 
Southern locations. Larned said the locations had been approved by grounds and 
they wanted to set the expectation to reach 90% of the campus and most student 
pass this path.

Annie Gordon adjourned the meeting at 5:01 PM.


