
Western Washington University Associated Students

Sustainable Action Fund Committee
Wednesday, February 28th, 2018 5:00 PM VU 567

Members:
Present: Annie Gordon (ASVP for Student Life), Jasmine Goodnow (Faculty 
Representative), Kate Rayner Fried (AS Sustainable Action Fund Education Coordinator), 
Johnathan Riopelle (AS Sustainable Action Fund Grant Program Coordinator), Katie 
Winkelman (AS ESP Director), Spiro Pappas (Sustainable Action Fund Projects 
Coordinator), Crow Chloupek (Student at Large) and Pauline Mogilevsky (Student at 
Large).
Absent:

Advisor: Greg McBride
Secretary: Chloe Callahan
Guests: Simrun Chhabra and Casey Hayden

Motions:
SAF-18-W-16 Approval of the minutes from February 14th and 21st, 2018. Passed.
SAF-18-W-17 Approval of resubmitting the Eco-Shuttle conceptual application.

Passed.
SAF-18-W-18 Approval of the Environmental Justice Campus Community

Engagement conceptual application. Passed.

Annie Gordon called the meeting to order at 5:10 PM.

I. Introductions
II. Approval of the Minutes

MOTION: SAF-18-W-16 by Winkelman
Approval of the minutes from February 14th and 21st, 2018.
Second: Mogilevsky Vote: 5-0-0 Action: Passed

III. Information Items
a. Points of Intervention final application

Lamed recapped the linear consumption model and said the Points of Intervention 
Tour would discuss creating solutions to this model and creating a more circular 
model of consumptions. She said the event would be all day incorporating 3 
workshops, a speaker series, class presentations, and a changeleaders dinner with 
the speakers and students. She mentioned the team planned to collaborate with the 
ESP and IDEA Institute for the event. She talked about a recent event 
Sustainability, Period that had a similar format and noted that collaboration with 
groups that are not normally represented was key in the success of these events, so 
they hoped to implement more inclusive collaboration with this event. She stated



the tour covers social, economic and environmental justice issues. She said 
Western was the last stop on the speaker series tour. They hoped to get about 25 
attendees at the each of the three workshops and about 175 attendees at the speaker 
series. She also noted that with class presentations her estimated reach was 500 
students for this event. Winkelman was concerned about having the same groups 
signing up for the workshops and dominating the space. She wondered if they 
should make more space for people that are not part of the environmental 
department or sustainability realm. Lamed said they might provide an opportunity 
for a People of Color Caucus during the event so people could talk about the issues 
from their perspectives. Chhabra suggested working with the Social Issues 
Resource Center (SIRC) and potentially working with the AS VP for Diversity to 
get a wider outreach and a more inclusive audience. Winkelman felt the 
advertising cost was high and wanted to know how the group had estimated that 
cost. Lamed said everything she put in the budget, minus the speaker fees, was a 
high ball estimate, so she did not have to come back for a budget extension. 
Winkelman also felt the reservation costs were high and wondered if that could be 
cut down. Goodnow asked about where the funding for workshops would come 
from. Lamed said the $13,000 speaker cost incorporated the three workshops.

Action Item
a. Eco-Shuttle conceptual application

Goodnow was concerned about the missing pieces in the idea such as: insurance, 
liability, and where the van would be kept. She also noted that the activities the 
group planned to host held a lot of liability and extra insurance. Chloupek 
mentioned how there was already another organization on campus that was doing 
something similar. They felt the group should work more closely with the Outdoor 
Center. Winkelman noted that the Outdoor Center was already maxing capacity 
without a van in place, which would add more work they could not manage. 
Rayner Fried noted how the group mentioned accessibility and wanted it to be 
expanded on beyond the accessible bus. Pappas said the group was doing it for 
class so whether or not the committee passed the application the group would 
continue to work on it the following quarter. Riopelle reminded everyone that the 
application was in the conceptual stage so the committee could make 
recommendations for the future application. Gordon felt there were a lot of parts 
of the presentation that were problematic. She felt uncomfortable that they were 
using the word accessibility to describe their project, but the activities they were 
offering were not accessible. She thought this proposal did not align as well with 
the SAF values as other applications had. Winkelman said the group was trying to 
address financial barriers of recreation. However, the biggest barrier to students 
was not transportation, but the cost of the activities themselves (ex. skiing and 
snowboarding). She felt the transportation would not reach the end goal they were 
hoping to achieve. Gordon thought the group should come back and resubmit their 
conceptual application.

MOTION: SAF-18-W-17by Gordon
Approval of resubmitting the Eco-Shuttle conceptual application.
Second: Winkelman Vote: 5-0-0 Action: Passed



b. Environmental Justice Campus Community Engagement conceptual 
application
Mogilevsky was concerned about funding speakers that had not yet been chosen. 
Gordon mentioned that if the committee granted the money and the group could 
not find speakers the funds would stay within the SAF. She mentioned that the 
group might come back with a list of speakers in their final application. Winkelman 
clarified that the support from the SAF would be a year and a half worth of 
programming. Goodnow liked that the program could potentially gain momentum 
over time and that it was very cost effective. Winkelman wanted the group to 
collaborate with clubs and AS offices to get more students outside the 
environmental department. Hayden asked where the $15 per hour wage rate came 
from. Pappas suspected that the rate came from the 7 hour a week cap. Rayner 
Fried mentioned a similar position was already in place and the estimated wage 
might be based on that position.

MOTION: SAF-18-W-18 by Winkelman
Approval of the Environmental Justice Campus Community Engagement 
conceptual application.
Second: Chloupek Vote: 5-0-0 Action: Passed

Discussion Item 
a. SAF Fee Referendum

Gordon said she had talked with many folks about the bigger picture of a name 
change to Sustainability, Equity and Justice Fund. She said the feedback received 
was from people not in the immediate circle the SAF interacts with, from a broader 
scope of identities. The feedback was a name change would make marginalized 
folks feel more comfortable approaching the SAF. She also had conversations 
about what actions the SAF could do to approach those bigger issues. A sub
committee would be created the upcoming quarter to look into the systems the 
SAF has created and what changes needed to be made. Pappas felt the name 
change should be held to the same process standards that the groups proposing 
applications had to deal with in terms of research and surveys. He thought the 
committee should send out surveys to the student body before determining 
changes. He said the SAF was gaining a brand and was starting to grow and if it 
was a business we would not be changing the name when it was starting to grow. 
Gordon recognized the growth that the SAF was experiencing was in dominant 
communities. Winkelman noted that this was not a business, but a student fee and 
so student interest was important. She thought the rebranding issues could be 
mitigated over the next couple of years. She reminded the committee that their 
position were to represent student voices. She felt if the SAF surveyed the students 
at the time about the name change the committee would only get responses from 
the environmental majors. She stated a variety of AS offices and students did not 
feel comfortable with applying for a grant through the SAF and tended to ask 
Winkelman to propose their grant for them. She recognized that there needed to 
be more changes to procedures along with a new name. Chloupek noted that the 
majority of presentations the committee had seen was not from marginalized 
identities. Pappas said the SAF had recognized they only got applications from 
environment and business & sustainability majors. He felt that the committee still



should spend a couple years doing studies and focus groups before changing the 
name. Gordon said she did not need two years to respond to students of color 
telling her they felt uncomfortable in that space.

Annie Gordon adjourned the meeting at 6:05 PM.


