
Western Washington University Associated Students

Sustainable Action Fund Committee
Wednesday, February 28th, 2018 5:00 PM VU 567

Members:
Present: Annie Gordon (ASVPfor Student Life), Kate Rayner Fried (AS Sustainable Action 
Fund Education Coordinator), Johnathan Riopelle (AS Sustainable Action Fund Grant 
Program Coordinator), Katie Winkelman (AS ESP Director), Spiro Pappas (Sustainable 
Action Fund Projects Coordinator), Crow Chloupek (Student at Large) Jordan Lucia 
(Student at Large) and Pauline Mogilevsky (Student at Large).
Absent:

Advisor: Greg McBride 
Secretary: Chloe Callahan
Guests: Gwen Lamed, Hannah Bridgham, Holly Knutson, Lael Berkowitz, Christina Johnson, 

Nabila Comstock and Ceriann Price

Motions:
SAF-18-W-19 Approval of the minutes from February 28th, 2018. Passed.
SAF-18-W-20 Approval of the Points of Intervention Tour final application. Passed.
SAF-18-W-21 Approval of the Majora Carter conceptual application. Passed.

Annie Gordon called the meeting to order at 5:05 PM.

I. Introductions
II. Approval of the Minutes

MOTION: SAF-18-W-19 by Winkelman
Approval of the minutes from February 28th, 2018.
Second: Mogilevsky Vote: 5-0-0 Action: Passed

III. Information Items
a. H20 Flow conceptual application

The group wanted to install two more indoor water bottle filling stations, one on south 
campus in Academic West, and one on north campus, replacing a water fountain in 
Miller Hall. The campus had 11 water bottle refill stations. As of March first that year 
the water bottle refill stations had saved about 1.5 million plastic water bottles from the 
environment. The group wanted to see more plastic being saved by using reusable water 
bottles. The group felt the campus had a need for more water stations. The group felt 
half the water bottle fill stations were only serving a small group of the student body. 
The group thought it was important to place the new stations in locations with 24-hour 
computer labs. The group was concerned because some water stations on campus were 
labeled as unsafe and a water bottle refill station reinforced the idea that the water was 
safe to drink. They noted hydration lead to better health and focus. They were



proposing to use the energy efficient models of the refill stations and the group wanted 
to change the signage located by the current station. The group wanted to include 
information on where students could get free water bottles to use and where other refill 
stations were on campus. They mentioned how they could reach out to Zero Waste 
Western to potentially collaborate. The group noted that indoor water fill stations were 
cheaper to install than outdoor stations. Also, the indoor stations were easier to clean 
and would incur less damage. The group felt there was an obvious need for these 
stations on campus to encourage the use of reusable water bottles on campus. They had 
a goal to reach about 2% of the student body, about 300, to survey where they wanted 
to see more water bottle refill stations on campus. Gordon asked if the group had been 
in contact with the different buildings about how operationalizing the stations past the 
term of the grant would go. She asked if the group had thought about the water costs 
to the specific buildings. The group said they had budgeted 5 years’ worth of filters in 
the grant. Also, would be changing drinking fountains to water bottle filling station so 
they did not think that the amount of water would change. They were working with 
facilities management to get more information. Chloupek suggested that the survey 
should add a question about whether or not students liked the current refill stations. 
Gordon stated the Environmental Health and Safety Committee had been working 
hard to make sure all water on campus was safe to drink, including faucets. She 
suggested the group look at adding another station instead of replacing a water 
fountain. Lamed clarified that the Zero Waste program did not always have free water 
bottles. She mentioned that lost and found had a lot of water bottles and suggested 
adding a program regarding how to get the lost water bottles to students, 

b. Tap the Tap conceptual application
The project was to install and outdoor refill station on campus. They want to encourage 
the use of reusable water bottles, reduce plastic waste, and increase health through 
hydration and increase accessibility to the water bottle refill stations. The group 
proposed an outdoor water filling station in either Red Square or Communications 
Lawn. The group looked at a variety of models of filling stations that incorporate 
filtration systems. The cost ranged from around $2,000 - $4,000. The installation costs 
were around $38,000. The grant aligned with the grant mission because it could 
increase student involvement and education, reduce Western’s environmental impact 
and create an aware and engages campus community. The case studies they looked at 
was from 2013 Toronto City Parks and Recreation Lacilities helped the team estimate 
operating and maintenance costs. Another was San Jose “Water to Go” installed water 
stations in public schools. The goal of this project was that Western could inspire other 
locations to implement outdoor water bottle filling stations. The group also looked at 
the case of WWU outdoor bicycle tools in regards to aesthetic placement of outdoor 
additions. Rayner-Lried asked if the group wanted to install one or multiple water 
stations. The group stated only one. Riopelle asked how frequently the water filter 
needed to be changed and why the water needed to be filtered. The group stated the 
water filters were changed every 6 years. Lucia asked for clarification on the filter 
replacement timeline. The group explained the filters were about $1,300 for a 12 pack 
of filter that would last about 6 years. Gordon asked if the group who would take on 
the operational costs of the water filling station after the grant money was used. The 
group had not discussed that yet. Lucia asked if the filling station was more expensive 
because it was outside. The group stated the installation costs were more expensive 
when the filling station is located outside. Lamed asked for clarification on how the



group had estimated installation costs. Gordon asked if the increase use in water would 
have an effect on the water bill at Western. The group said they had not looked into 
that yet, but would in the future.

IV. Action Item
a. Points of Intervention final application

Winkelman felt the application was well thought out. Mogilevsky asked Riopelle if the 
SAF budget had the money for the project. Riopelle said the budget had already 
encumbered the cost and had the funds for the project.

MOTION: SAF-18-W-20 by Winkelman
Approval of the Points of Intervention Tour final application.
Second: Chloupek Vote: 4-0-1 Action: Passed

b. Majora Carter conceptual application
Bridgham stated the premise of the proposal would be to have Majora Carter come to 
Western to participate in Earth Day activities, class presentations, a leadership dinner 
and keynote speaker. Winkelman mentioned that Majora Carter had accidentally 
posted that she was coming to Western before the contract was signed and many 
universities in Washington had reached out to her asking how they could participate. 
Bridgham said Majora Carter was the 6th Ted Talk to be posted on their webpage. She 
also turned a dump into a park and now helped other communities do similar things. 
Carter helped to set up small businesses in communities, actions like this could help 
encourage students to participate in the larger community. Bridgham stated the past 
grant request was about $24,000 and after finding other funding sources she was able 
tofmd$13,500 other fund. The grant request was now$ll,550. Pappas asked Bridgham 
to talk more about the dinner with environmental leader. Bridgham said the 
environmental leaders would be members of environmental clubs on campus. She 
mentioned that one-on-one face time would still be available to students at other times 
outside of the dinner.

MOTION: SAF-18-W-21 by Lucia
Approval of the Majora Carter conceptual application.
Second: Mogilevsky Vote: 4-0-1 Action: Passed

Annie Gordon adjourned the meeting at 6:02 PM.


