
Western Washington University Associated Students

Sustainable Action Fund Committee
Friday, June 8th, 2018 9:00 AM VU 567

Members:
Present: Annie Gordon (ASVP for Student Life), Alex LaVallee (ASVPfor Business and 
Operations), Johnathan Riopelle ( Sustainable Action Fund Grant Program Coordinator), 
Kate Rayner Fried (Sustainable Action Fund Education Coordinator), Scott Dorough 
(Campus Energy Manager), Katie Winkelman (ESPDirector), Crow Chloupek (Student at 
Large), and Pauline Mogilevsky (Student at Large).
Absent:

Advisor: Greg McBride
Secretary: Chloe Callahan
Guests: Anne Lee (ASVP for Student Life elect), Project ZeNETH team and Eco-Shuttle team.

Motions:
SAF-18-S-16 Approval of the Project ZeNETH final application moving from an

information item to an action item. Passed.
SAF-18-S-17 Approval of the Project ZeNETH final application. Passed.
SAF-18-S-18 Approval of the Eco-Shuttle conceptual application being tabled till the

next academic year. Passed.

Annie Gordon called the meeting to order at 9:09 AM.

I. Information Item
a. Project ZeNETH final application

Project ZeNETH recapped the project and stated that their timeline was very 
important to keep on track. The stated that many other campuses had already built 
tiny homes on their campus. They currently had 22 students on their team. The 
team had publicity started for the project. The team touched on their efforts to be 
interdisciplinary through including a variety of majors, courses and clubs. They 
also touched on their efforts to have intersectional participation. The team also 
wanted to create a green building class hosted in Fairhaven College. The noted 
that a survey for 165 students resulted in majority (81%) said they wanted the tiny 
home to be built on campus. The team was asking for $57,501 for project. There 
are many material donors that have expressed interest and they are continuing to 
work with them to secure additional donations (approximately $13,000 total). 
They have talked with many on campus stakeholders to make sure the tiny home 
will be beneficial to the campus. The three goals of the tiny home were the 
showcase, living laboratory and a residency program. The team had narrowed the 
sites to within the Outback Farm, next to the Alumni House and by Arntzen Hall. 
The group wanted to start a club to help with events, outreach, tours and manage 
the program in the future.



The team noted they would be working with Facilities Management and Space 
Administration, Environmental Health & Safety, and Technology Development 
Center. All groups had given their tentative approval and they were working to get 
final approval. The team said they would be adjusting their model to incorporate 
ADA accessibility. Dorough asked how other campuses dealt with waste 
management. The team said other campuses did not build a net zero house so it 
didn’t incorporate the full effect and they wanted to be innovative. UC Berkley was 
the only one that built a net zero house that was fully off grid. Winkelman asked 
if the process Western went through was similar. Imran stated that this project rose 
higher in the University than UC Berkley. He stated it was a more structured 
process than UC Berkley. Dorough felt comfortable with the project. Mogilevsky 
also thought the group had

MOTION: SAF-18-S-16 by Winkelman
Approval of the project ZeNETH final application moving from an information 
item to an action item.
Second: Mogilevsky Vote: 5-0-0 Action: Passed

MOTION: SAF-18-S-17 by Winkelman
Approval of the project ZeNETH final application.
Second: Mogilevsky Vote: 5-0-0 Action: Passed

b. Eco-Shuttle conceptual application
The goal was to provide students with a sustainable transportation solution while 
promoting personal fulfillment, a sense of community connection and accessibility 
to outdoor recreation and education. The fundamental project was to purchase a 
shuttle, projected around $45,000 for the first year. The team had not yet calculated 
variable cost because it depended on a variety of factors. The bus was a 2009 Ford 
Goshen, had 4WD and was wheelchair accessible, and could take about 18 
students (4-5 student cars off the road). They had been working with a variety of 
stakeholders such as, the students, Facilities Management, Office of Sustainability 
and more. The team has reached out to AS Outdoor Center and the Club Hub to 
see if they will take ownership. The team would pre-schedule different destination 
trips and they would be free. When those trips weren’t happening, the team wanted 
to offer a service where students could reserve it at cost for big events, these events 
would offset some operational costs. The students believe there was demand for 
having this shuttle and both physical and mental health benefits for recreation. 
Gordon asked if there would be opportunities to provide cheaper equipment for 
skiing and other outdoor activities because that is also a barrier for recreation. The 
team was talking with Glacier Ski shop to see if they could provide students a 
discounted price for rentals. Dorough asked how this shuttle was different than 
other programs on campus. He said the Outdoor Center offered very physically 
intensive adventures, and cost students and require committed participation. Their 
program would not require stick levels of participation but instead the 
transportation barrier to get there. He said the issue with other shuttles on campus 
was that you had to rent the shuttles and that was not a feasible option for students. 
Dorough asked who would drive the shuttle. They said it depended on the shuttle. 
Student were allowed to drive certain sized vans and didn’t require a specific



license. A larger bus that the group was proposing would require a CDL and they 
would have to contract with a driver. They said the university was contracting with 
BellAir to include an on call.

Mogilevsky felt it was difficult to see the differences between this conceptual 
application and the previous one. Winkelman agreed and saw it would be more 
appropriate to reserve funding for micro-adventures. She didn’t see the need to 
purchase a whole other bus. Gordon appreciated how the team had addressed the 
conversation between how it was different than programs that already existed. 
Riopelle said most of the buses the campus already owned were reserved or there 
were hurdles that couldn’t be used. McBride proposed that maybe this was an issue 
of the university being exclusive in their siloes and if this would create another silo 
or if we could break them down. Gordon wondered if this team could work with 
the Alternative Transportation Fund committee to collaborate with the buses 
already owned by Western. Winkelman did not feel comfortable moving the 
proposal to an action item, Mogilevsky and Gordon agreed.

MOTION: SAF-18-S-18 by Gordon
Approval of the Eco-Shuttle conceptual application being tabled till the next 
academic year.
Second: Winkelman Vote: 5-0-0 Action: Passed

c. AASHE Attendance small grant application
The committee decided to vote for this item electronically.

d. Waste Sorting Expansion Proposal small grant application
Chloupek was curious if the hourly wage for the student could be brought up to 
$15. Riopelle said the wage was based on the student’s current wage. The 
committee decided to vote for this item electronically.

II. Action Item
a. Sustainability, Equity and Justice Fund Rules of Operations
The committee was unable to vote on this item with the time constraint, but the 
process would continue with the Board of Directors.

Annie Gordon adjourned the meeting at 10:03 AM.


