
 

    

Members:  

Present: Anne Lee (ASVP for Student Life), Kate Rayner Fried (AS Sustainable Action 

Fund Education Coordinator), Johnathan Riopelle (AS Sustainable Action Fund Grant 

Program Coordinator), Crow Chouplek (SAIRC Representative), Scott Dorough (Campus 

Energy Manager), Katie Winkelman (ESP Director), Grace Wang, Turner Campbell, Aden 

Nevler, Emma Lewis 

Advisor: Greg McBride  

Secretary: Grace Drechsel  

Guests:   

 

Motions:  

SEJ-18-W-6  Approve the previous minutes. Passed. 

SEJ-18-W-7  Move the WOHESC Large Grant Proposal to an Action Item. N/A 

SEJ-18-W-8  Hold an e-vote on the WOHESC Large Grant Proposal. Passed.  

 

Anne Lee called the meeting to order at 1:04PM. 

 

I. Introductions 

 

II. Amendments to the Agenda 

 
The committee agreed to add the WOHESC Large Grant Proposal as the last item on the agenda.  

 

III. Approval of Minutes 

 
MOTION SEJ-18-W-6   by Winkelman 

Approve the previous minutes.   

Second: Chouplek Vote: 6-0-0  Action: Passed 

 

IV. INFORMATION 

a. Large Grant Proposal: Anaerobic Digester 

 

Riopelle gave context for the proposal, and added that the committee decided to change the 

wording from “Conceptual plan” to an “Abstract” to avoid redundancy. Lee asked for thoughts 

on the specific proposal. Nevler said that he is excited to hear more, but has a lot of questions. 

He would like to know the exact cost of fertilizer, the lifetime of the process (how many years 

would it last? 15 year project, 20 years?) He also acknowledged that the proposal mentioned 
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fertilizer creation, which would be potential revenue of electricity creation coming back into the 

university. He wondered what capacity this would be feeding back into WWU? 

He also wondered about creating fertilizer and moving food waste, and questioned if special 

consideration would be paid for the transportation of the food waste. Lastly, he wondered if it 

would be cheaper to pay upfront or do a 7-year payment - Pay $18,000/year for 7 years or 

$100,000 total upfront? 

 

Winkelman commented that the thoroughness of the abstract is promising but she also has a lot 

of questions. Wang agreed that it was very thorough. She pointed out that currently all of our 

food waste is picked up by SSE – what would the impact be on that? Potentially, we would save 

money but Green Tec would lose a huge component of their revenue.  

 

Riopelle responded that he will bring those concerns back to the team. To answer Wang’s 

question concerning the impact on SSC– they believe that the revenue lost won’t really impact 

Green Tec.  

 

Lastly, Chouplek brought up the idea of paying employees more than $11.50. Since the 

committee calls itself the Sustainability, Equity, and Justice fund, maybe a $15 minimum would 

fit more with the intention of the grant.  

 

b. Large Grant Proposal: Apana Water Project 

 

A student wants to integrate Apana, a local business in Bham vertically integrated water 

management systems – large-scale water measurement information, and compare to determine 

what their water usage is going towards. It examines spikes within overall water use to determine 

each fixture’s water used. They wouldn’t have to install water meters for each fixture. This 

hasn’t been implemented on any university – it would be a pilot program.  

 

c. Large Grant Proposal: WOHESC 

 

Riopelle explained that this proposal is to send students to the Washington-Oregon Higher 

Education Sustainability Conference. Winkelman explained that she has been to this conference, 

and it is a fantastic opportunity to students. 

 
MOTION SEJ-18-W-7  by Dorough 

Move the WOHESC Large Grant Proposal to an Action Item.  

Second: Chouplek Vote: N/A  Action: N/A 

 
MOTION SEJ-18-W-8  by Chouplek 

Hold an e-vote on the WOHESC Large Grant Proposal. 

Second: Winkelman Vote: 6-0-0  Action: Passed 

 



 

Reyner-Fried pointed out that there should be a conversation within SEJ between establishing 
precedents (such as students going to this conference) and operationalizing something.  

 
V. Other Business 

Riopelle explained that the next step in terms of the grant proposals is that they will be on the 

agenda as Action Items automatically next week. Approving their proposals next meeting means 
giving the teams a go-ahead to continue their project.  

 

Anne Lee adjourned the meeting at 1:57PM. 


