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 Sustainable Action Fund Grant Program 
LARGE GRANT ABSTRACT 

2018-19 
 
 
 

This large grant project abstract is for funding requests over $35,000. For detailed abstract instructions and 
further information about the program, please refer to the Large Grant Toolkit located on our website at 
wwu.edu/sustain/programs/saf/apply/. 
 
The large grant abstract is designed to introduce a project idea that requires significant funding to the SAF 
Committee. The abstract approval process is competitive; all abstracts will be reviewed concurrently by the 
committee, and a select few project teams will be invited to complete a large grant final application. 
 
Submit your completed abstract by delivering a hard copy and emailing a scanned version (including 
signatures) to the SAF Grant Program Coordinator Johnathan Riopelle at Viking Commons Room 24. Abstracts 
must be provided in both forms in order to be reviewed. Email address: johnathan.riopelle@wwu.edu.  
  
SECTION 1: Project Concept. 

a. Project Title: 
 
Student-Centered Space at Huxley 

 
b. Describe your proposed project: 

 
This project requests a grant to help aid the development of a student-centered space at Huxley 
College. This student space is to provide resources such as printing, work stations, a lending library 
for textbooks, a food pantry, among other resources; most importantly, this space will provide a 
culturally reaffirming environment, and a sense of belonging to students of color and minorities in 
the college who have expressed over the last couple of years, the need for a student centered space. 
This grant would fund the renovation of Arntzen Hall 221, a former conference room identified as a 
potential space for a student centered space. This space project seeks to provide a home-base for 
the work being done by students, in collaboration with faculty and staff, as well as to facilitate a 
sense of belonging and community development within the college. 

 
c. Who is the intended audience? 

 
The intended audience for this project are students at Huxley College, specifically students of color 
and minorities. Many students have expressed the need for a student centered space within the 
college that would provide resources, a sense of belonging, and provide a home-base for student 
organizing and initiatives worked on by students. This space caters to the intended audience by 
providing the previously mentioned resources, as well as providing a quiet space to study, hold 
workshops/conversations on key issues regarding Social and Environmental Justice, among other 
uses. 

 

SECTION 2: Project Goals. 

http://www.wwu.edu/sustain/programs/gef/apply/
http://www.wwu.edu/sustain/programs/gef/apply/
mailto:johnathan.riopelle@wwu.edu
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a. What are the goals and desired outcomes of your project? 
 

 To create a safe, belonging, culturally reaffirming space for Huxley students, in particular for 
Students of color and minorities historically and currently underserved and underrepresented. 

 To provide key resources to facilitate student success within Huxley and the university at large.  

 To facilitate and provide for student organizing, activists, leaders and to provide a homebased 
for all the work being done by students.  

 To facilitate collaboration between faculty and students, and to create a sense of community 
that will represent the college as a whole. 

 
b. How will your project align with the mission of the Sustainable Action Funds? 

 
The Sustainability, Equity and Justice Fund in its mission defines itself as “… a program that promotes 
sustainability by providing students with the opportunity to create and implement projects that 
positively impact environmental, social, health, and economic practices on our campus and in our 
community.” This project aligns with improving the impact in environmental, social, health, and 
economic practices through education via workshops and events, committee formations, fostering 
student leadership and organizing, as well as providing students with a homebased for their work in 
our campus community, such as students working to reduce food insecurity. One example of how 
this project aligns with the SEJF is that a food pantry is intended to be housed within this space, 
which would be a connection with other food pantries across our campus such as the food pantry 
located in the 5th floor of the Viking Union.  

 
 

c. How will you measure the project’s success? 
A student position is proposed that would be in charge of administering the student space, program 

events, as well as collect data on space and resource usage, collect feedback from students, as well 

as note needed improvement in programing and use of space. This position is modeled after the 

recent grant for an Environmental Justice Minor coordinator, which was funded in the 2017-2018 

academic year. More detail will be provided in the final application of this proposal regarding the 

student position in charge or administering the student space.  

 

 

SECTION 3: Project Participants. 

a. Team Information: A team should consist of two to five individuals, including the advisor. 
 
Team Advisor Information (Faculty or Staff) Student proposals must include a staff or faculty advisor. 
The role of the advisor is to provide assistance and guidance to the team during the development, 
implementation, and post-implementation stages of the proposal process. 
 
Team Lead:  There must be at least one team lead designated for the project. This individual is 
expected to serve as the communication liaison for the project. 
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Name Department/School 
Students provide 

major/minor 

Position: 
Faculty/staff/student  

Students provide expected 
graduation quarter/year 

Western email address 

Team Advisor: 
 
Rebekah Paci-Green 
 
 
  

Environmental Studies  
 

Associate Professor Rebekah.Paci-
Green@wwu.edu 

Team Lead: 
 
Dario Castellon 

Urban Planning & 
Sustainable 
Development 
Disaster Risk Reduction  
Sustainable Design 
minors 
 

Spring 2019 Casteld3@wwu.edu 

Team Member: 
Gloria Baldwin 

Geography 
 
Minor in Environmental 
Studies 

Spring 2019 gloriaabaldwin@gmail.com 

 

b. Potential Project Stakeholders 
 
Will your project potentially involve labor, include involvement, or require permission from 
organizations, departments, or individuals on campus or in the community? If so, these will be your 
stakeholders; please list them below. Communication with stakeholders is not required for abstract 
approval.  
 

Stakeholder Involvement in Project 

Steve Hollenhorst As Dean of Huxley College, Steve will be involved in the planning, support and 
designation of space for this project. 

Dr. Grace Wang As Chair of the Department of Environmental Studies, Dr. Wang’s involvement 
will include formally designating AH221 as a student space, as well as support 
the acquisition of resources for such space.  

Diane Knutson  Diane is the Environmental Studies (ENVS) Department Manager, Diane will 
help reserve the current space to hold events and meeting. Diane also 
currently is located in the main office of ENVS Department which has been 
identified as the goal space for this student center.  

Shalini Singh Shalini is Huxley’s Diversity Recruiter and Retention Specialist working to 
support underrepresented students and minorities in Huxley College, this 
project aligns with Shalini’s work of improving the experience of students of 
color and minorities within Huxley College.  
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Facilities Management   Facilities Management will be involved in the moving of offices, renovation of 
space, and upgrades of certain systems within the space proposed, such as 
electrical and network upgrades.  

 
c. Will any Associated Students clubs be involved? 

 

Club Involvement in Project  

SACNAS SACNAS holds general meetings in AH221 for their executive board and for 
their general member meetings.  

  

  

 

SECTION 5: Project Budget. 

a. Provide a realistic budget estimate for the project, based upon research of all anticipated costs. Do 
not itemize estimated costs within the four categories. 
 

Item Cost 

Materials $5,000 

Labor/contracts $ 80,000 

Promotion $1,000 

Other $30,000 

Total budget estimate $88,000 

 
b. The SAF encourages the use of additional funding sources to create a collaboratively-funded project.  

List potential funding sources beyond the SAF that you will seek:   
 

Funding Source Connection to project Potential Funds 

ENVS Department It is proposed that the department of environmental 
studies supports the acquisition of resources such as 
purchase of textbooks, computers, supplies for space 
cleaning, etc.  

Any textbooks for 
Lending Library, 
outdoor garden 
space for food 
pantry use, as well 
as funding support 
for guest speakers 
and workshop 
materials. 

ESCI Department All Huxley students will be served by this project, 
similar to ENVS, ESCI department is a potential 
source of support for this project currently and in the 
future.   

Textbooks for 
Lending Library, 
guest speaker 
events, workshop 
materials. 

 
c. Is there any additional information about the project that you would like to share? 

N/A  
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Sustainable Action Fund Grant Program 
LARGE GRANT ABSTRACT - APPLICATION 

PROPOSAL REVIEW 
 
Once your project proposal is complete, you must print and receive hand-written signatures from the 
individuals listed below.  After signatures are received, applications can be delivered as a hard copy to 
the SAF Grant Program Coordinator, Johnathan Riopelle at Viking Commons Room 24 or by scanning the 
application and emailing it to johnathan.riopelle@wwu.edu. 
 
Please set an appointment with the Sustainable Action Fund Grant Program Coordinator to review your 
abstract before submitting your application. 
 
Sustainable Action Fund Grant Program Coordinator, Johnathan Riopelle  
Viking Commons, Room 24 
Available by appointment  
Email: johnathan.riopelle@wwu.edu  
Phone:  (360) 650-4501 
 
Signature: _________________________________________________________       Date: ___________  

This signature confirms that the abstract has been accepted for SAF committee review; it does not indicate funding 

approval. 

Comments:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Seth Vidaña, Director of Sustainability, Western Washington University  
Viking Commons, Room 25 
Phone:  (360) 650-2491 
 
Signature: _________________________________________________________       Date: ___________  

This signature confirms that the abstract has been accepted for SAF committee review; it does not indicate funding 

approval. 

Comments:  
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