
 

 

 Western Washington University Associated Students 
 AS Student Enhancement Fund Committee 

 April 10, 2019 

 VU 567 
 

Board Members: 
 

Present: Tyler Andrews (SEF Facilitator), Ally Palmer (Business Director), 

Ikenna Onukwufor (Clubs Business Director), Soumya Ayelasomayajula 

(ESC Assistant Director for Club Logistics), Ruth Ewald (Student Senator), 

Nicole Wood (Student Senator) 

Absent: Ally Palmer (Business Director) 

Advisor: Raque Vigil (Business Manager) 
Secretary: Astrid Dueñas (Board Assistant for Internal Committees) 

 

Motions: 

SEF-19-S-1 Approval of email minutes, RE CUPSI Update and Virtual Meeting 3.15.  

Passed. 

SEF-19-S-2 Approval of minutes from March 8th. Passed 

SEF-19-S-3 Approval of the agenda as it was set by Andrews. Passed 

SEF-19-S-4 To fund $2500 for Samara Almonte. Passed 

SEF-19-S-5 Approval of $740 for Rondi Nordal’s application. Passed 

SEF-19-S-6 Approval of partially funding Roshae Lowe’s application with $1,100. Passed 

SEF-19-S-7 To table both of Jose Ortuzar’s applications. Passed 

SEF-19-S-8 Approval of $1,400 for Emma Caro’s application. Passed 

 

Tyler Andrews, SEF Facilitator, called the meeting to order at 8:43 am. 

I. Approval of Minutes 
  

 MOTION SEF-19-S-1 By Ewald 

 To approve email minutes, RE CUPSI Update and Virtual Meeting 3.15. 

 Second: Andrew Vote: 5 – 0 – 0  Action: Passed 

  

 MOTION SEF-19-S-2 By Andrews 

 To approve minutes from March 8th. 

 Second: Ayelasomayajula Vote: 5 – 0 – 0 Action: Passed 

 

II. Revisions to the Agenda 
 MOTION SEF-19-S-3 by Wood 

 To approve the agenda as it was set by Andrews. 

 Second: Ewald Vote: 5 – 0 – 0  Action: Passed 



 

 

  

III. Information Items 
A. Muse Assefa & Natnael Zegherghish 

Both individuals are going to a conference in August, which is after the fiscal year. 

Andrews asks over how their conference trip would be financed if it is after the fiscal year 

ends. Raquel Vigil explained that it is possible, the committee would be making a 
recommendation to the board to hold the funds available to pay for their trip. The funds 

from this year would carry over to the next fiscal year. Soumya Ayelasomayajula also 

suggested that they could go to the trip and then be reimbursed.  

Vigil thought that this ask had already been reviewed or if it was a club. Ikenna 

Onukwufor responded that they are a club and, since they cannot go to multiple funds, 
Onukwufor notified that they students decided to come to SEF for funding. 

Vigil suggested that the committee have a discussion over what are the parameters for SEF 

when it comes to clubs, and how they will be funded. What the differences are between 

the funds and the funds that certain clubs are receiving when compared to others. 
B.  Hannah Newman 

Last minute, Newman received an emergency surgery and could no longer attend the 

event. 
C. Budget Update 

The budget is about 13,000 and taking the available applications, they add up to 16,000 

 

IV. Action Items 

A. Samara Almonte 

By having a 4.8, Almonte passes the rubric. The original budget was $8800 for 16 minutes, 

but after Andrews had a discussion with Almonte, the budget is now $2500 which the club 

responded that they would be okay with receiving that amount. Onukwufor questioned 

how the budget dropped, to which Andrews responded that some members dropped out, 

which impacted the price substantially. 

This is part of a club, Urban Planning Club, originally went to SEJ but were denied due to 

time constraints. They would be seeking reimbursement.  

Andrews asked the committee whether they would be okay with funding a specific 

amount per person and that due to how much they have dropped, that the committee 

should look favorably to this application. This application has also experienced delays. 

 MOTION SEF-19-S-4 by Andrews 

 To approve $2500 for Samara Almonte. 

 Second: Ayelasomayajula Vote: 5 – 0 – 0  Action: Passed 

B. Rondi Nordal 

Nordal and 3 other students attended the Salmon Recovery Sustainability conference in 

Tacoma, WA. They are covering travel. Rather they are asking for full funding for 

registration, which would make the ask $720. 

 MOTION SEF-19-S-5 by Andrews 



 

 

 To fund $720 for Rondi Nordal’s application. 

 Second: Onukwufor Vote: 5 – 0 – 0   Action: Passed 

C. Roshae Lowe 

A single individual going to NCORE, an academic conference with a reputable and high 

status. Lowe requested $1,720. During a meeting between Andrews and Lowe, they 

discussed other lodging option, which brought the requested budget down.  

Vigil questioned if Lowe was involved in any communities/groups on campus, due to 

some faculty already going. If Lowe is, there could be a possibility for them to be able to 

go with faculty for transportation. However, after discussion, there was no clear 

connection between Lowe and an organization. Also, the student riding/lodging with a 

staff member is not typically allowed unless they are connected through a Western 

organization. 

For transportation, Lowe is taking a plane, which Onukwufor questioned since there is the 

option of bussing down. This would also lower the budget price.  

Onukwufor advocated for Lowe due to the harsh climate the Western community has 

regarding race and diversity. The knowledge that could be brought back would be 

beneficial to the campus. He would like to fund this student as much as possible. 

Ayelasomayajula and Andrews suggested to decide categorically what the committee 

would like to fund, add it and fund that. Which would be $1100. 

Vigil noted that with this application it is difficult to see how this student is connected to 

the Western community.  

 MOTION SEF-19-S-6 by Ayelasomayajula 

 To partially fund Roshae Lowe’s application with $1100. 

 Second: Onukwufor Vote: 5 – 0 – 0  Action: Passed 

D. Jose Ortuzar 

E. Jose Ortuzar 

A combination of both of Ortuzar’s applications. Both applications are asking for funding 

for registration. The first for applicants that are students of color, while the second 

application is general. 

While the registration is $35, the number of students that are going, about 90, means that 

the entire amount of funding asked for is a big amount.  

Nicole Wood suggested to fund only the 1st application, prioritizing students of color, 

while Onukwufor also suggested the same due to the application being submitted first. 

The committee was confused since the conference is at Western. Both Onukwufor and 

Ayelasomayajula were hesitant to fund due to the large of number of students.  



 

 

Vigil pointed out that this conference could have been a collaboration between a 

department, pulling funds from somewhere else. 

Andrews suggested to combine both and give $1500, which would cover any students of 

color, plus more general applicants. Also, might incentivize the organizers to lower the 

amount of people that they wish to pay for. 

Vigil wondered how these applicants were chosen, since it was not clear in the application. 

Ayelasomayajula noted that it seems like a class asking for the money, due to the number. 

Onukwufor was doubtful of the impact that this number of students would have since they 

same impact could be achieved with less students. 

Ayelasomayajula was in favor of Andrews’ past suggestion of partially funding and letting 

the organizers decide how to split up the money.  

Vigil was confused as to why the leadership team was asking for funding paying for their 

own registration. Since it is typical for leadership teams to not pay for registration.  

Ayelasomayajula also noted that part of the criteria when looking at applications is the 

impact on Western’s image and representation which due to the conference already being 

at Western is already achieved. 

Onukwufor prefers the option of partially funding both applications. 

Vigil made a note that the committee needs more information before they make their 

decision.  

 MOTION SEF-19-S-7 by Ewald 

 To table both of Jose Ortuzar’s applications. 

 Second: Andrews Vote: 5 – 0 – 0  Action: Passed 

F. Emma Caro 

Caro is an ELL and LLC Major within Woodring. They are also part of the ESJ. Two 

people are attending the National Migrant Education Conference which is held in New 

Orleans.  

Vigil asked if they were receiving any money from Woodring, to which Andrews 

responded that yes, Woodring is paying for their registration. Plus, they complemented 

Caro’s application, who made it clear about their connections to various communities. 

Andrews noted that the funding requested used to be higher, however a person dropped 

out. They also looked for the cheapest plane ticket and lodging. Plus, they are willing to 

pay out of pocket. 

Ayelasomayajula was willing to fully fund Caro, however after considering that they are 

willing to pay out of pocket, a partial fund is preferable. 

 MOTION SEF-19-S-8 by Onukwufor 

 To fund $1400 for Emma Caro and companion’s conference expenses. 



 

 

 Second: Andrews Vote: 5 – 0 – 0  Action: Passed 

G. Mia Munoz 

H. Quentin Jensen 

 

V. Other Business 

 Spring Quarter Forecast 

Andrew noted that there are only two more applications left, with a meeting next 

Wednesday. For the rest of the quarter, there will be a meeting introducing proposed 

policy, then a second meeting to finalize policy and changes to the applications to make it 

more intuitive.  

Vigil suggested that the committee update and document the committee’s practice of 

social justice when looking at various applications. Ayelasomayajula suggested adding 

another rubric criterion that pertains to social justice and equity. Ewald also talked about 

an economic hardships subcategory in the rubric. 

 

Andrews adjourned this meeting at 10:01 am. 


