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Sustainable Action Fund Grant Program 
SMALL GRANT APPLICATION 

 2018-19 

 
 
This application is for requests from $500 up to $5,000. For detailed application instructions and 
further information about the program, please refer the Small Grant Application Toolkit located on our 
website at  https://sustain.wwu.edu/sejf/apply/ 
 
Submit completed application by delivering a hard copy and emailing a scanned version (including 
signatures) to the SEJF Grant Program Manager Johnathan Riopelle at Viking Commons Room 24. 
Applications must be provided in both forms in order to be reviewed. Email: 
johnathan.riopelle@wwu.edu .  
 
 

 
 
 
SECTION 1: Project Concept.  
 

a.  Project Title : What the Frack Can We Do About Climate Change? 
An inspiring and educational play about fracking in the PNW followed by a presentations by 
some of today’s most influential climate change activists.  

 
b.  Describe your proposed project:  
 

Our project will be an interactive educational climate change event. It begins with a theater group 
from Portland called Folly of Frack who will perform a play about fracking, liquified natural gas and 
how it impacts climate change. This will be followed by a discussion about climate change 
environmental justice. Kiran Oommen, a plaintiff on the Juliana v. United States case which is 
fighting to hold the US government accountable for its’ role in climate change, will be speaking and 
singing about his experience with climate change issues. Following this, Alex Harris, a local clean 
energy activist, will give a presentation on the role that forests of the Pacific Northwest can play in 
mitigating climate change. We will make sure that each individual presenting gives their take on the 
issues of racism, ableism, and other discrimination within climate change movements and ways in 
which they have been able to overcome such issues. Having this variety of individuals will help us to 
cover multiple spheres of sustainability and create a nuanced idea of the many types of action that 
can help create change.  
 
After the event there will be a chance to speak with these community members, take our short 
survey, and enjoy some food. We will also have an impartial advocacy letter writing station set up for 
those who wish to utilize it. The station will have information available on various local and state 
legislators as well as stationary supplies so that attendees will be able to write to them sharing their 

https://sustain.wwu.edu/sejf/apply/
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own beliefs and opinions. The overall purpose of this event is to educate and empower others to 
take action and make a difference in the midst of our current climate crisis. 
 

 
c. Who is the intended audience?  

We intend to appeal to students, staff, faculty, and the greater Bellingham community. While it is 
excellent to educate our own students, we are also hoping to reach out to our greater city community 
and provide an opportunity to engage our neighbors on these topics because they may provide a 
unique perspective for folks at Western. We will be sure to post advertisements in many local 
establishments as well as spread our event by word of mouth to community members. In the end 
however, our main priority is to educate folks at Western, who we hope to entice through on-campus 
advertising, tabling, and publicity. 

 
 
d. How many students will be affected?  

We anticipate an audience of around 50 people or more, and we expect most of these people to be 
students. Though only 50 will be directly impacted, we will encourage attendees to share this 
experience with others, broadening the effects. The overall goal is for this event to inspire 
institutional change within Western Washington University, eventually influencing every student who 
attends this school now and in the future. There will be further potential for even greater impacts 
throughout the entire community which may be catalyzed by the advocacy resulting from our event. 
 

e. How long will the project last?  
The project will take place on May 29th but hopefully the impacts of our project will be seen for years 
to come. 

 
 

 
 
 SECTION 2: Project Goals. 
  

a. What are the goals and desired outcomes of your project?  
 
By completing this project we aim to teach as many people as possible about climate change 
through the context of the four pillars of sustainability (ecology, economy, equity, and human 
health) and broaden their knowledge of all the ways they can enact change in their everyday 
lives. We will then encourage our event attendees to take this new knowledge and spread it 
to their friends, families, and greater communities. We aim to create a nuanced awareness of 
how climate change disproportionately impacts marginalized communities and provide 
tangible solutions to help folks understand who it affects and what they can do to alleviate 
some of these impacts. We also want to create a space for advocacy surrounding Liquified 
Natural Gas and fracking in the PNW and send letters to local changemakers to share our 
opinions on clean energy. 
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b. How will your project positively impact sustainability at Western?  
  
This project will positively impact sustainability at Western because we will expand upon 
many folks’ comprehension of what climate change is, especially to those who are focused 
more on the ecology side of climate change. This will help make Western a more sustainable 
campus because in order to truly be sustainable, we need to include everyone. We will do 
this by advertising to all members of campus whether or not their area of study is usually 
associated with sustainability, and we will provide accommodations to make sure our event 
accessible to all. With this mindset we hope to begin a new discussion of what needs to be 
done in order to keep this planet and its inhabitants healthy. In addition to this, we will be 
bringing many powerful voices from various climate change movements to speak about their 
ideas for creating change. These individuals will talk about issues such as ableism, racism, 
and other discrimination in climate change movements and discuss solutions going forward. 
These speakers come from a variety of backgrounds and have a wealth of knowledge to 
share with us. Including multiple perspectives, especially folks from groups that are often not 
included in conversations about sustainability, will be essential in order to truly embody the 
mission and ideals of the SEJF grant, as well as the Office of Sustainability. 
 
 
c. How does your project tie into broader campus sustainability goals or initiatives, including 
Western’s Sustainable Action Plan?  
 
The SAP vision states that, “Western Washington University graduates will be instilled with 
an appreciation and understanding of the impact of human choices on people around the 
world and the planet itself. Those graduates will force multipliers, taking their knowledge and 
passion to the home and workplace, promoting, influencing, and encouraging responsible, 
sustainable, and ethical practices in all aspects of their lives.” We believe this statement fits 
with this event’s goals. We want to make this school a place where folks can learn about 
environmental justice and turn these ideals into tangible actions that fit with their own unique 
lifestyle. Our plan ties in well with Objective 2.2 of the SAP which involves “expanding co- 
curricular programs for first year students that teach about local and regional sustainability 
issues through community engagement”. Our community engagement will educate first-year 
and a broad group of other students on such issues. We hope this event is a formative or 
developmental experience in the lives of the students we reach and will encourage them to 
dive even deeper into discovering more about their roles as citizens of this planet. 

 
 
SECTION 3: Project Participants.  
a. Team Information: A team should consist of two to five individuals, including the advisor.  
 
Project Advisor Information (Faculty or Staff)  Student proposals must include a staff or faculty 
advisor. The role of the advisor is to provide assistance and guidance to the team during the 
development, implementation, and post-implementation stages of the proposal process. 
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 Project Lead:  There must be at least one team lead designated for the project. This individual is 
expected to serve as the communication liaison for the project. 
  

Name Department/School 
Students provide 

major/minor 

Posi�on: Faculty/staff/student 
Students provide expected 

gradua�on quarter/year 

Western email 
address 

Team Advisor: 

 

Jill MacIntyre Witt 

Environmental Studies 
Department WWU and 
Career Services Center  
 

NTT Faculty teaching courses in 
Health and Human Development 
and Environmental Studies, Peace 
Corps Campus Representa�ve 

macintj@wwu.edu 

Team Lead: 

 Hannah Nienaber 

Environmental Science 
BS 

Sustainability Reps Mentor  
Gradua�on Spring 2021 

 nienabh2@wwu.edu 

Team Member: 

 Mabel Miller 

Interdisciplinary Studies 
BA, concentra�on in 
Eco-Intersec�onality in 
Public Educa�on 

Sustainability Mentor 
Gradua�on Winter 2021 

 mille523@wwu.edu 

 

 
 
b. Project Stakeholders 
Does your project involve labor, include involvement, or require permission from organizations, 
departments, or individuals on campus or in the community? These project partners are your 
stakeholders; list them below. Each stakeholder must provide a signature of approval for this project. 
Insert additional rows as necessary. More than two stakeholders may move your application into the 
medium grant process. For more information, please refer to the Small Grant Toolkit.  
 

Name University Department 

and Position 

Involvement in 

Project 

Stakeholder signature 

of approval 
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If your project team is proposing a temporary or permanent facility or property modification, 
then a Project Owner Form must be submitted with the application. Form can be found on 
SEJF website: wwu.edu/sustain/programs/SEJF/apply  

 
 
c. Will any Associated Students clubs be involved? 

 

Club Involvement in Project  Club representative signature 

None   

 
 
d. Each SEJF Project team is required to meet with their project coordinator on a regular 
basis. This individual will provide support and advisement on your project. Communication 
with your project advisor is necessary for your project to proceed. Initial below to 
acknowledge this agreement.  

 

SEJF Project Coordinator Initials Date 

 Turner Campbell     

Team Lead Initials Date 

 Hannah Nienaber     

 
 

 
 

 
SECTION 4: Project Timeline. 
 

a. Describe your project’s progress and promotional activity. Outline all tasks that are 
required to complete the projects, and all means in which you will promote the project to the 
campus, in the table below. Insert additional rows as necessary.  

 

Climate Change Event  - Week of May 27th - 31st (May 27th is Memorial Day) 

Action Purpose Initiation Completion 

Talk with Jill Macintyre Witt Discuss connec�ons with climate 
change ac�vists in the area to 

 February 4th February 15th 
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spread the word about our 
event. 

Contact Speakers Reach out to possible speakers 
and invite them to share their 
wisdom at our event. 

February 5th February 12th 

Finalize this Grant We need to make sure this grant 
is up to par to ensure we have 
funding for our event. 

February 5th  April 3rd 

Purchasing food There will be food for the 
speakers and for the event 
a�endees.  

February 5th May 29th 

Create Curriculum To ensure that the event will 
have solid content to spread our 
message the best we can. 

February 11th April 11th 

Design Poster and Advertise We want to get the word out 
early and con�nue with 
adver�sing un�l the event.  

March 10th May 29th 

Submit Space Request Ensuring we have the best space 
to host this par�cular event. 

March 20th March 30th 

Finalize Equipment Ensure we have all of the proper 
technological equipment in the 
space for a successful event. 

May 1st May 25th 

Create Survey  We will create an online survey 
that a�endees can fill out 
following the event in order to 
gauge the success of the event. 

May 10th May 28th 

Host Event Get the group of speakers 
together and go over the 
curriculum before the event 
begins. Harness a safe learning 
environment for the event. 

May 29th May 29th 

 

 
b. Where will the project be located?  
The event will take place in Communications Facility 115 on campus. 
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c. Planned project completion date:  
Our project will conclude on May 29th, 2019. 
 
d. Project final report due date :                    Project coordinator initials: 

 
 

 
 

 
SECTION 5: Project Budget.  
 

a. Provide an itemized list of the budget items required for this project. Include equipment, 
construction costs, publicity, labor, and any other costs. Include funding amounts from other 
sources that will impact project cost (see 5b.). Insert additional rows as necessary.  

 
 

Climate Change event: 

Speaker food 
Event food- Mediterranean Tray 
Veggie Tray 
Mini Cupcakes 
Posters 
Banner 
9’ Round Compostable plates 
Kiran (speaker): 
Compensa�on 
Transporta�on (Boltbus) 
Alex (speaker): 
Compensa�on 
Folly of the Frack: 
Housing 
 
TOTAL 

Cost 

$25 
$66 
$60 
$49 
$0.35 
$44 
$4.25 
 
$1000 
$80 
 
$1000 
 
$600 

Quantity 

10 people 
1 
1 
6 dozen 
101 
1 
3 packs of 20 
 
1 
1 
 
1 
 
2 nights 

Total 

$250 
$66 
$60 
$49 
$35.35 
$44 
$15 
 
$1000 
$80 
 
$1000 
 
$600 

Vendor 

India Grill 
Co-Op 
Co-Op 
Co-Op 
WWU  
WWU 
Co-Op 
 
Boltbus 
 
 
 
Airbnb or 
VRBO 

Total of all other funding sources, listed below $0  

Total requested funds from SEJF $3199.35  

 
 
a. Additional funding sources: The SEJF Committee encourages the identification of 
additional funding sources to augment SEJF funds, and failure to secure such support may 
prevent approval of an application. List pending, approved, and denied applications for 
funding from other sources, along with amounts requested from those sources. 
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Funding Source Status Amount 

None     

      

      

      

      

 
 b. If the project is implemented, will there be any ongoing replacement, operational, 
maintenance or renewal costs? If yes, has a source of funds been identified to cover those 
costs? This must be communicated to the appropriate stakeholder.  

 

Ongoing cost Amount Responsible Stakeholder Signature 

None     

        

        

        

  
 
c. How will the success of the project be measured? Describe the quantitative and/or 
qualitative sustainability metrics you will use to measure the success of your project. A data 
collection plan is required for all projects.  
 

 

Metric  (qualitative or quantitative) Description Impact 

 Qualitative In order to find out the 
impact this event has on 
Western, we will create 
a survey for the end of 
the event. This survey 
will ask ques�ons about 
how educa�onal our 
a�endees found the 
event as well as how 
much they enjoyed it. 

This will help us get a 
good sense of our 
success when it comes to 
the quality of the event. 
It will hopefully aid the 
SEJF and help figure how 
out methods and 
strategies to put on the 
best educa�onal event. 
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We will share a link to 
our online survey to all 
a�endees as well as 
hand out hard copies for 
those who prefer it. We 
will highly encourage 
them to fill it out. 

 Quantitative  We will record the 
amount of people 
a�ending our event, as 
well as measuring 
demographics of people 
a�ending, for example, 
Major, western student, 
age group etc. These 
ques�ons will be 
included in the survey. 

This will give us 
informa�on about how 
well we were able to 
reach different audiences 
around campus, as well 
as in the community. It 
will be great data for 
future reference. 

  

d. Is there any additional information about the project that you would like to share? 
 
The equipment that we will need to borrow for this event includes 3 microphones, 3 folding tables, 
and 10 folding chairs. 
 
We have a long term connection with one of the members of the theater group and they are happy to 
provide their own transportation to the event, they requested not to be compensated in any way 
monetarily as this is their way of giving back to the planet. We are however, looking to rent a place 
for the members of the Folly of the Frack and Kiran to stay for two nights. Alex lives in the 
Bellingham area so he will not require housing or transportation. Below are some of the places we 
have found on Airbnb and VRBO. Although most of these units only have two or three beds, most 
also come with air mattresses and pull-out couches. The Folly of the Frack group members also 
indicated that they would be comfortable sharing beds with each other. The exact rental will be 
chosen based on availability at the time of approval. We want to rent from one of these websites to 
support local community members rather than large hotel chains. $600 is a high estimate, it is likely 
that much less will be spent on housing.  

 
https://www.vrbo.com/1564106?adultsCount=6&arrival=2019-05-28&departure=2019-05-30&petIncluded=false 

https://www.airbnb.com/rooms/7620280?location=Bellingham%2C%20WA%2C%20United%20States&adults=6&check_in=2019-05-28&chec

k_out=2019-05-30&guests=6&s=ys7WbQaJ 
https://www.vrbo.com/1413385?adultsCount=5&arrival=2019-05-28&departure=2019-05-30&petIncluded=false 

https://www.airbnb.com/rooms/31883256?location=Bellingham%2C%20WA%2C%20United%20States&adults=6&check_in=2019-05-28&ch

eck_out=2019-05-30&guests=6&s=ys7WbQaJ 
https://www.airbnb.com/rooms/27546231?location=Bellingham%2C%20WA%2C%20United%20States&adults=6&check_in=2019-05-28&ch

eck_out=2019-05-30&guests=6&s=ys7WbQaJ 

https://www.vrbo.com/1564106?adultsCount=6&arrival=2019-05-28&departure=2019-05-30&petIncluded=false
https://www.airbnb.com/rooms/7620280?location=Bellingham%2C%20WA%2C%20United%20States&adults=6&check_in=2019-05-28&check_out=2019-05-30&guests=6&s=ys7WbQaJ
https://www.airbnb.com/rooms/7620280?location=Bellingham%2C%20WA%2C%20United%20States&adults=6&check_in=2019-05-28&check_out=2019-05-30&guests=6&s=ys7WbQaJ
https://www.vrbo.com/1413385?adultsCount=5&arrival=2019-05-28&departure=2019-05-30&petIncluded=false
https://www.airbnb.com/rooms/31883256?location=Bellingham%2C%20WA%2C%20United%20States&adults=6&check_in=2019-05-28&check_out=2019-05-30&guests=6&s=ys7WbQaJ
https://www.airbnb.com/rooms/31883256?location=Bellingham%2C%20WA%2C%20United%20States&adults=6&check_in=2019-05-28&check_out=2019-05-30&guests=6&s=ys7WbQaJ
https://www.airbnb.com/rooms/27546231?location=Bellingham%2C%20WA%2C%20United%20States&adults=6&check_in=2019-05-28&check_out=2019-05-30&guests=6&s=ys7WbQaJ
https://www.airbnb.com/rooms/27546231?location=Bellingham%2C%20WA%2C%20United%20States&adults=6&check_in=2019-05-28&check_out=2019-05-30&guests=6&s=ys7WbQaJ
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Sustainable Action Fund Grant Program 
SMALL GRANT - APPLICATION  

PROPOSAL REVIEW  
 
Once your project proposal is complete, you must print and receive hand-written signatures from the 
individuals listed below. After signatures are received, applications can be delivered as a hard copy 
to the SEJF Grant Program Manager, Johnathan Riopelle at Viking Commons Room 24 or by 
scanning the application and emailing it to johnathan.riopelle@wwu.edu.  
 
Please set an appointment with the Sustainable Action Fund Grant Program Manager to review your 
draft proposal before submitting your application.  
 
Sustainable Action Fund Grant Program Manager, Johnathan Riopelle 
 Viking Commons, Room 24  
Available by appointment  
Email: johnathan.riopelle@wwu.edu  
Phone: (360) 650-4501  
Signature: _____________________________________________________ Date: ___________ 
This signature does NOT indicate that you have received funding, but it does confirm that the 
proposal has been received and is ready for funding review.  
 
Comments:  
 
 
 
Once your application is submitted, the Sustainable Action Fund Grant Program Manager and 
Director of Sustainability will determine funding for your SEJF Project. 
Seth Vidaña, Director of Sustainability, Western Washington University  
Viking Commons, Room 25  
Phone: (360) 650-2491  
 
Signature: ______________________________________________________ Date: ___________ 
This signature approves funding for the project.  
 
 
 
Comments:  


