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Fall Quarter Land Acknowledgement 
 

Official WWU Acknowledgement [Edited]: 
 
I would like to begin our proceedings today by acknowledging that we gather on the ancestral 
homelands of the Coast Salish Peoples, who have lived in the Salish Sea basin, throughout the San 
Juan Islands and the North Cascades watershed, from time immemorial. Please join me in expressing 
our deepest respect and gratitude for our Indigenous neighbors, the Lummi (LUM-ee) Nation and 
Nooksack (NOOK-sak) Tribe, for their enduring care and protection of their traditional lands and 
waterways. I will now quote, [with permission], from the Lummi Nation and Nooksack Indian Tribe 
websites. 
 
From the Lummi Nation: 
 
We are the Lhaq'temish (LOCK-tə‐mish), the Lummi People. We are the original inhabitants of 
Washington's northernmost coast and southern British Columbia. For thousands of years, we worked, 
struggled and celebrated life on the shores and waters of Puget Sound. 
 
We are fishers, hunters, gatherers, and harvesters of nature's abundance. We envision our homeland 
as a place where we enjoy an abundant, safe, and healthy life in mind, body, society, environment, 
space, time and spirituality; where all are encouraged to succeed and none are left behind. 
 
From the Nooksack Indian Tribe: 
 
We are a tribe of approximately 2,000 members, located in our ancestral homeland in the northwest 
corner of Washington State. Our name comes from a place name in our language and translates to 
“always bracken fern roots,” which illustrates our close ties to our land and the resources that 
continue to give strength to our people. Our tribe is located in Deming, Washington, just 15 miles 
east of Bellingham, 12 miles south of the Canadian border, nestled amongst majestic mountains, 
lush forest, and the meandering and dynamic Nooksack River. Here in this scenic locale, we maintain 
a Tribal Council and Tribal Government. Both our Council and Government work to create a better 
future for every Nooksack and ensure our tribe’s sovereignty. 
 
Circling back: 
 
I hope that this brief introduction to our indigenous neighbors has reminded you that we should be 
offering our power to support the Nooksack and Lummi people and their rightful sovereignties. 

https://www.wwu.edu/tribal-lands-statement
https://www.lummi-nsn.gov/Website.php?PageID=215
https://nooksacktribe.org/about/

